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Explosive Historical Thriller ‘The Hero Paradox’ Hits #1 On
Amazon Kindle
Award-winning author Yogesh Arvind Puranik’s latest novel, The Hero Paradox: The Empire
That Never Left, skyrockets to the top of the Amazon charts, debuting at #1 in Hot New
Releases and #3 in Bestsellers under the Indigenous category. 
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New Delhi, Delhi Nov 11, 2026 (Issuewire.com)  -  Every nation is built on a story. But what happens
when the myth of a country’s founding collides with the brutal truth of how it was actually made?
Readers across the globe are flocking to find out, driving Yogesh Arvind Puranik’s sweeping new
historical thriller, The Hero Paradox: The Empire That Never Left, to the top of the Amazon Kindle charts
immediately upon release.

Resonating deeply with audiences drawn to complex historical mysteries and themes of Indigenous
sovereignty, the novel has captured the #1 spot for Amazon Kindle Hot New Releases in the Indigenous
category, while simultaneously climbing to #3 on the platform's Bestsellers list for the same category.

Visual proof of this spectacular launch momentum—confirming the book's dominance alongside other
top-tier titles—has been documented in the official launch media kit and attached here.

The tremendous reader response reflects a growing appetite for thrillers that examine how national
myths are manufactured, who profits from them, and the dangerous consequences of dragging buried
sins into the light.

The Document That Should Not Exist

The runaway success of The Hero Paradox is anchored in a premise that challenges the very
foundation of American history. For forty years, Dr. Edmund Pendelton has been the high priest of the
American myth. He has spent his entire career telling the story of Alexander Sterling—the Founding
Father who tamed the wilderness, the architect of American expansion, and the hero of Pendelton's
three bestselling biographies. Pendelton is the man the nation calls upon when it needs to believe its
own noble story.

But during a lavish Fourth of July gala, an encrypted message arrives on Pendelton’s phone. Inside is a
scan of a document dated October 12, 1791.

It is a surrender treaty. It is signed by Alexander Sterling himself, and countersigned by two Native
leaders whose names were deliberately erased from the historical record. The parchment cedes half a
continent to a sovereign Indigenous nation and admits, in the founding father's own hand, that the
emerging Republic has been soundly defeated on the field of battle. The paper is real. The signatures
are real.

Which means the history books are wrong. Three weeks after this treaty was signed came the infamous
event that every textbook calls a glorious battle. But what happened in those three weeks is the dark,
bloody secret at the heart of the American founding. It was never a battle. It was a cover-up—a
manufactured atrocity built on bribery, betrayal, and a bag of gold.

A Race Against a Two-Century Conspiracy

To understand the lie, the novel plunges readers back into the vivid, treacherous world of 1791. Here,
an Indigenous visionary named Chayton—the Falcon—attempts to build a sovereign nation out of a
dream, complete with a written constitution, a standing army, and a capital at Kekionga. But his oldest
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friend, Tokala the Fox, watches the expanding empire across the river and understands what Chayton
cannot: that walls can be climbed, broken, and bought. When Sterling offers fifty thousand guineas,
Tokala is forced to make an impossible choice between a beautiful death for a nation that cannot
survive the winter, and a damned life to protect the daughter he loves.

In the present day, Pendelton’s world rapidly unravels. Forced on the run from the architects of this
centuries-old conspiracy, Pendelton joins forces with Native rights attorney Sarah Walker. Together,
they follow a two-hundred-year paper trail from a blind trust in Philadelphia to the prestigious
foundations, universities, and media companies that are still funded by the traitor’s gold. As Pendelton
and Walker soon discover, the empire built on the lie never left. It just incorporated.

Sarah makes a discovery that shatters her entirely: she is descended from both the man who opened
the gates and the people he betrayed. Her very career, her life’s work fighting for justice, has been paid
for by the family that profited from her ancestors' slaughter.

Why Readers Are Making It a #1 Bestseller

Moving seamlessly between the council fires of 18th-century Kekionga and the ruthless courtrooms of
modern Washington, D.C., The Hero Paradox is a breathless race against time. For fans of Steve Berry,
Robert Harris, and the historical reckoning of Killers of the Flower Moon, Puranik has crafted a
masterpiece of suspense that questions what one man owes to a career built on a lie, and what a
society owes to the truth.

“A nation that requires a foundational lie to survive is not a democracy. It is a cult,” observes Diane
Smith, a pivotal voice in the novel.

"I am deeply moved and humbled by the incredible reception The Hero Paradox has received upon its
launch," says author Yogesh Arvind Puranik. "To see it reach #1 in Hot New Releases shows that
readers are eager to engage with stories that challenge our historical assumptions. We are drawn to
thrillers not just for the adrenaline, but for the profound questions they ask about memory, power, and
the legacy of the truth."

About the Author 

Yogesh Arvind Puranik is an award-winning author, poet, educationist, investor, and management
professional. With more than 20 published books and over 25 years of corporate experience, he writes
across genres, exploring human relationships, identity, history, and the choices that shape lives. His
extensive literary honours include the 21st Century Emily Dickinson Award, the Tagore Honouree Award
2026, the SahityaKosh Samman Award 2026, and the International Author Excellence Award (Grand
Honours Award 2026). He lives in Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India.
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