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Why Sacramento Petty Theft Convictions Are Not Minor

Sacramento, California Oct 21, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - A petty theft conviction in California can
carry consequences well beyond the courtroom. California's property crime rate fell 8.4% in 2024, to
2,082.7 offenses per 100,000 residents, according to the California Department of Justice. A separate
shoplifting report told a different story: reported incidents climbed 13.8% that same year. Either way,
prosecutions continue in Sacramento, and the people facing them often learn quickly that "petty" is a
misnomer.

What petty theft in California means under state lawHow does California Penal Code define
petty theft?

Under Penal Code section 490.2, as published by California Legislative Information, stealing money,
labor, or property worth $950 or less counts as petty theft, which is generally charged as a
misdemeanor. The statute carves out exceptions, including firearm theft and certain qualifying prior
convictions.

What conduct can qualify as theft?

California Penal Code section 484, as published by California Legislative Information, covers far more
than walking out of a store with merchandise. It reaches fraudulent appropriation of property someone
entrusted to you, along with obtaining property through false representations. So a person handed

property for safekeeping who then fraudulently keeps it can fit the definition, no store shelf involved.

How much theft is a felony in California in 2026?
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Once property passes the $950 mark, the conduct generally no longer qualifies as petty theft. But that
alone does not make the allegation a felony. The distinction matters here: petty theft and grand theft are
classifications, while misdemeanor and felony describe offense levels. Value is only part of the picture,
since the type of property involved and qualifying prior convictions can also shape how a case is
classified.

Petty theft versus shoplifting in California

In everyday conversation the two terms get used almost interchangeably, but the law draws a sharp line
between them. California Penal Code section 459.5 makes shoplifting a specific act: entering a
commercial establishment during regular business hours with intent to commit larceny, subject to a limit
on the value of the property taken or intended. Petty theft, on the other hand, is a value-based
classification, not a description of that particular retail conduct. Grand theft begins above the same $950
threshold, though the type of property or other statutory circumstances can push a charge up to it
regardless of value.

Do police actually investigate petty theft?

Yes, police can investigate reported petty theft, and the work may include reviewing store surveillance
footage, receipts, and witness accounts. An investigation, though, does not guarantee an arrest. Some
reports get more attention than others, and in some cases the evidence is little more than a surveillance
clip.

Sacramento petty theft conviction consequencesls petty theft a misdemeanor, and can jail
follow?

Section 490.2 generally treats petty theft as a misdemeanor, yet the label understates what is at stake.
A conviction can result in jail or fines, and it may bring probation and a permanent criminal record. The
potential penalties for petty theft in California may be among the first issues a defense attorney
evaluates while an allegation remains unresolved.

How can a conviction affect a Sacramento criminal record?

A misdemeanor conviction creates a record that can appear in employment or housing screening. The
appearance does not mean every applicant loses a job opportunity or is refused a rental, but the inquiry
itself can be enough to derail one.

Can petty theft charges be dropped?

A theft charge can end in dismissal. Dismissal is not automatic; it depends on the evidence, the charging
decision, and the course of court proceedings.

A charge and a conviction remain different legal events

A misdemeanor label does not erase potential custody or financial penalties, and probation or record
consequences can continue long after sentencing. The reverse is equally true: an allegation, by itself,
proves nothing. A charge and a conviction are different legal events, and the distance between them is
where a defense takes shape.
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