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When the Casket Closes, Hope Remains: Shellita Austin
Offers Compassionate Guidance for Life After Loss

“What No One Tells You About Grief, the Days After the Funeral, and Learning How to Live
Again”
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Tomah, Wisconsin Sep 17, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - The funeral may mark the end of a ceremony,
but for those left behind, it can mark the beginning of one of the most difficult seasons of grief.

In her deeply compassionate new book, When the Casket Closes: Holding On When the World
Moves On, author, pastor, certified transformation life coach, mentor, motivational speaker, wife,
mother, and grandmother Shellita Austin addresses the often-overlooked reality of what happens after
the funeral the silence, loneliness, responsibilities, and emotional weight that remain when family and
friends return to their own lives.

With more than 20 years of experience walking alongside grieving families and leading community
outreach initiatives, Austin draws from her pastoral experience, personal understanding, and years of
supporting people through loss to offer readers something many grieving individuals desperately need:
hope for the days after everyone else has gone home.

“What happens when the funeral ends...but your grief does not?” is at the heart of Austin’s message.

When the Casket Closes serves as both a source of comfort and a practical guide for those navigating
the complicated journey of learning how to live in a world forever changed by loss. Rather than focusing
only on the funeral itself, Austin shines a light on what comes afterward the days, weeks, and months
when the calls become fewer, the visitors leave, and the grieving person may suddenly find themselves
facing an unfamiliar life.

The book is designed for those grieving the loss of a loved one, families overwhelmed by funeral
decisions and responsibilities, and friends, pastors, and supporters who want to help but may not know
what to say or do. It also speaks to anyone struggling to find direction, purpose, and hope after
experiencing profound loss.

Readers will discover practical and meaningful guidance on:

Understanding the emotional realities that can surface after the funeral

e Navigating grief when the initial support begins to disappear

Making important decisions during an emotionally overwhelming season
Using practical tools such as choosing a “Strong Two” for decision-making
Approaching funeral planning with greater clarity and peace

Recognizing the physical, emotional, and spiritual impact of grief

e Supporting loved ones long after the funeral service has ended

¢ Rediscovering movement, purpose, and hope after loss

Throughout the book, Austin combines biblical encouragement, pastoral experience,
compassionate insight, and practical guidance to remind readers that grief does not mean the end
of their story.

“Grief is real. Loss is real. Pain is real. But so is healing, purpose, and life after loss,” is the powerful
message woven throughout the book.
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Austin’s mission extends beyond simply helping people understand grief. She wants grieving individuals
to know that they do not have to carry their pain alone.

After witnessing people lose hope and struggle with isolation following the death of someone they love,
Austin was inspired to create a resource that would reach people during the difficult period when much
of the outside world has already moved forward.

Her message is simple yet profound:
You are not alone. Hope is still there, and so are people who love you.

Through When the Casket Closes, Austin encourages readers to take the next step not by forgetting
the person they lost, but by learning how to carry their memories while continuing to live with purpose.

Because even when the casket closes, the story does not end.
Hope still lives. Purpose still remains. And God is still near to the brokenhearted.
About Shellita Austin

Shellita Austin is a pastor, author, certified transformation life coach, mentor, motivational speaker,
and entrepreneur dedicated to helping individuals navigate life’s most challenging seasons with faith,
resilience, and purpose. She is the founder of Change to Be Great, LLC, as well as Kingdom Care
Ministries, where she has devoted more than two decades to community outreach, ministry, and
supporting individuals and families experiencing grief and loss.

Austin’s work is rooted in a passion for encouraging others to move forward through adversity while
discovering renewed hope and purpose. Her extensive experience serving grieving families and her
commitment to empowering others have positioned her as a compassionate voice on healing,
transformation, and life after loss.

In recognition of her professional accomplishments and community impact, Austin was
named a 2023 Marquis Who’s Who inductee. Through her ministry, writing, coaching, and
community service, she continues to inspire individuals to embrace hope, pursue transformation, and
recognize that a season of loss does not have to define the rest of their story.

Through her work and ministry, she seeks to help people move through trauma, rediscover hope, and
recognize that healing and purpose are still possible after profound loss.

About the Book

When the Casket Closes: Holding On When the World Moves On is a compassionate and
practical guide to navigating the days, weeks, and months after the funeral. It offers comfort, biblical
encouragement, practical tools, and hope for grieving individuals, families, and those who want to
support someone experiencing loss.

In addition to When the Casket Closes, Austin is also the author of Making Irrevocable Changes, and
Change Encouragement Journal is another published book that reflects her commitment to helping
readers navigate personal growth, transformation, and purposeful living.
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Book: When the Casket Closes: Holding On When the World Moves On
Author: Shellita Austin
Available at: Amazon and Walmart.com

The Spotlight Network on When the Casket Closes by Shellita Austin:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGAPVnypB9U
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