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RV Lifestyle Attracts Younger Travelers Seeking Flexible
Road Trips

RV LIFESTYLE

ATTRACTS YOUNGER TRAVELERS

New Orleans, Louisiana Aug 18, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - Recreational vehicle travel is gaining
attention among younger adults and families as travelers look for more flexible ways to explore the
outdoors, take road trips, and spend more time at destinations that offer recreation and natural
experiences.

The shift is reflected in recent industry research. The RV Industry Association's 2026 RV Owner
Demographic Profile found that the median age of RV owners declined from 53 in 2021 to 49 in 2026.
The report also found that 46% of RV owners are between 35 and 54, while first-time owners now
account for 36% of the RV owner population.

The findings point to a changing RV market in which younger consumers and families are becoming an
increasingly important part of the ownership landscape.

Younger Travelers Are Reshaping the RV Lifestyle

Today's younger RV owners are approaching recreational travel with different priorities. Flexibility,
outdoor experiences, and the ability to create personalized trips are among the factors influencing how
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they use their RVs.

Research from the RV Industry Association shows that Millennials and Gen Z RV owners are particularly
engaged with the lifestyle. The research found that 83% of Millennials and 72% of Gen Z RV owners
plan to purchase another RV in the future.

These generations also rely heavily on digital resources when researching RV purchases.
Approximately 95% of Millennial and Gen Z RV owners use online platforms for information during the
buying process.

The change is also visible in RV usage. The 2025 demographic profile found that RV owners use their
vehicles for a median of 30 days per year, compared with 20 days in the organization's 2021 study.

RV Road Trips Offer Greater Travel Flexibility

For many younger travelers, RV road trips provide an alternative to traditional vacations built around
hotels and fixed itineraries.

An RV allows travelers to carry sleeping accommodations, cooking equipment, recreational gear, and
personal belongings from one destination to another. This can make it easier to plan weekend
getaways, extended vacations, or multi-destination journeys.

The ability to combine travel with outdoor recreation is another important part of the appeal. The RV
Industry Association reports that fishing, hiking, and visiting local attractions are among the most
common activities enjoyed by RV owners.

For younger consumers, the RV can therefore become more than a vehicle. It can serve as a flexible
base for exploring destinations while maintaining many of the conveniences associated with home.

Travel Trailers Appeal to Younger RV Buyers

The growing interest in RV ownership is also creating opportunities for consumers searching for travel
trailers for young adults.

Travel trailers are available in numerous sizes and floor plans, allowing buyers to select an option based
on their vehicle's towing capacity, sleeping requirements, storage needs, and travel habits.

A couple planning occasional weekend trips may need a very different layout from a young family
planning longer vacations. Comparing floor plans, unloaded and loaded weight, sleeping capacity,
kitchen configuration, bathroom facilities, and storage can help first-time buyers make a more informed
decision.

The RV Industry Association's research on younger buyers also shows that conventional travel trailers
are among the RV types preferred by Millennials and Gen Z owners.

Outdoor Adventures Continue to Influence RV Ownership
Outdoor recreation remains a major reason consumers consider RV ownership. The 2026 RV Owner

Demographic Profile found that 57% of RV owners identified spending time in nature as a motivation for
purchasing an RV, while 53% cited visiting locations with natural beauty.
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That interest is particularly relevant for travelers looking for outdoor adventures with RVs.

An RV can provide convenient access to hiking destinations, fishing locations, lakes, beaches, state
parks, sporting events, and other recreational areas. Younger owners are also showing interest in
alternative camping experiences, including boondocking and destinations that offer something beyond a
traditional campground.

The same research found that 43% of RV owners have children under 18 in their household, highlighting
the growing role of RV travel among families as well as individual travelers and couples.

Louisiana Travelers Have More RV Options to Consider

Louisiana provides access to a variety of destinations for weekend camping and longer road trips
throughout the Gulf Coast and Southeast.

For consumers researching an RV dealership Louisiana shoppers can depend on, the buying process
involves more than comparing prices. Inventory selection, towing guidance, financing options, service
support, and knowledge of different RV types can all influence the ownership experience.

Bent's RV has locations in Boutte and Albany, Louisiana, and offers travel trailers, fifth wheels, and
destination trailers. Its inventory includes both new and used recreational vehicles for shoppers with
different travel needs.

Fifth Wheels Provide More Space for Extended Travel
Some younger families and experienced travelers may need more living space than a conventional

travel trailer provides. For these consumers, new fifth wheel campers for sale can be another option to
consider.

Fifth wheels are designed to connect to a compatible pickup truck through a specialized hitch mounted
in the truck bed. Their floor plans can provide larger living areas, separate bedrooms, spacious
kitchens, and additional storage.

The choice between a fifth wheel and travel trailer ultimately depends on the buyer's tow vehicle,
budget, desired floor plan, travel frequency, and campsite preferences.

What to Consider Before Buying an RV

Consumers searching for an rv for sale in Louisiana should evaluate the complete ownership picture
rather than focusing on a single feature.

Important considerations include:

e Towing capacity and vehicle compatibility
RV weight and dimensions

Sleeping capacity

Interior storage

Kitchen and bathroom configuration
Maintenance requirements

Intended travel frequency
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* New versus used condition
¢ Financing and ownership costs

First-time buyers may also benefit from visiting a dealership and comparing multiple floor plans before
making a decision.

For shoppers interested in a particular model, comparing available configurations can make the buying
process easier. Consumers searching for an avenger travel trailer for sale, for example, can compare
Avenger floor plans based on weight, sleeping arrangements, storage, living space, and intended use.

Younger RV Owners Are Becoming an Important Market

The changing demographics of RV ownership indicate that recreational vehicles are no longer limited to
one traditional age group.

The RV Industry Association identified 16.9 million U.S. households with a strong interest in purchasing
an RV within the next five years. Its research on prospective buyers also found that 73% of near-term
RV intenders are under 55, while 48% are parents of young children.

These figures suggest that younger adults and families will remain an important audience for the RV
industry as travel preferences continue to evolve.

For many of these travelers, RV ownership is not necessarily about living on the road full time. Instead, it
can provide a practical way to take weekend trips, explore outdoor destinations, spend time with family,
and create more flexibility around vacations.

As younger generations continue to discover the possibilities of RV travel, travel trailers, fifth wheels,
and other towable RVs are likely to remain part of the conversation around flexible outdoor recreation.

About Bent's RV

Bent's RV is a Louisiana RV dealership with locations in Boutte and Albany. The dealership offers new
and used recreational vehicles, including travel trailers, fifth wheels, and destination trailers, along with
financing, service, parts, and trade-in options. Bent's RV helps customers compare RV options based
on their travel plans, towing requirements, and lifestyle.

Media Contact

Contact Name: Bent's RV

Phone Number:

e ALBANY-225-217-0780
* BOUTTE- 985-200-8292

Website: www.bentsrv.com
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