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A Journey of Innovation: The Evolution of Woodward Fab

From a Garage-Built Machine to a Trusted Name in Metal Fabrication Equipment
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Brighton, Michigan Aug 29, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - Woodward Fab, a leading manufacturer and
supplier of sheet metal fabrication equipment, continues to build on a legacy of innovation that spans
nearly six decades. Rooted in the entrepreneurial vision of Heck Industries, the company has evolved
from a single breakthrough invention into a recognized provider of fabrication equipment serving
professionals, manufacturers, and automotive enthusiasts across North America.

A Legacy Built on Innovation

The company's story began with a passion for solving real-world manufacturing challenges. In 1966,

founder Philip Heck developed the Trace-A-Punch duplicating nibbler in his home garage, machining
components himself and traveling across the country to demonstrate how the machine could simplify
prototype part production.

As demand grew, Heck Industries expanded from a small family garage into a manufacturing operation
in Michigan, where proximity to the automotive industry provided access to skilled craftsmen and
engineering expertise. The company continued introducing innovative solutions, including its portable
Heck Bevel-Mill plate beveling machines, designed to provide safer operation, cleaner machining, and
improved fabrication quality.

Today, many of these products remain part of the company's manufacturing portfolio, reflecting a long-
standing commitment to engineering practical solutions for the metalworking industry.


https://www.issuewire.com/
https://www.woodwardfab.com/product-category/product/metal-de-burring-and-beveling-tools/bevel-mill/
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Supporting Modern Fabricators

As fabrication technologies and customer needs evolved, Woodward Fab expanded its product
offerings to provide industrial-grade equipment for sheet metal forming, metal shaping, and custom
fabrication applications.

The company serves a diverse customer base that includes fabrication shops, manufacturers,
automotive restoration professionals, educational institutions, and metalworking enthusiasts. Its
equipment is designed to help customers improve efficiency, reduce labor costs, enhance workplace
safety, and achieve consistent fabrication results.

Through continuous product development, Woodward Fab has expanded its portfolio to include a wide
range of fabrication tools that support both professional and growing fabrication businesses.

Four Generations of Manufacturing Excellence

While the company has grown significantly since its early beginnings, Woodward Fab remains a family-
owned business that continues to emphasize customer service, product quality, and long-term
relationships.

Now in its fourth generation of family leadership, the company continues to invest in new product
development while maintaining the craftsmanship and customer-first approach that have defined its
history.

"Innovation has always been driven by understanding the challenges fabricators face every day," said
a spokesperson for Woodward Fab. "From the first machine built in a home garage to today's extensive
lineup of fabrication equipment, our focus has remained the same, develop practical tools that help
customers work more efficiently, improve quality, and build with confidence."

As manufacturing continues to evolve, Woodward Fab remains committed to developing fabrication
equipment that supports productivity, precision, and innovation across the metalworking industry.

About Woodward Fab

Woodward Fab, a division of Heck Industries, is a manufacturer and supplier of industrial-grade sheet
metal fabrication equipment. With roots dating back to Royal Tool & Die in 1947 and Heck Industries in
1966, the company has built a reputation for developing innovative fabrication solutions for
professionals, manufacturers, automotive restoration specialists, and metalworking enthusiasts. Today,
Woodward Fab offers a comprehensive range of sheet fabrication equipment designed to improve
productivity, precision, and workplace safety while continuing a family tradition of manufacturing
excellence spanning four generations.
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https://www.woodwardfab.com/
https://www.woodwardfab.com/product-category/product/sheet-metal-fabrication/
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Woodward Fab

e @woodwardfab.com

1-810-632-5419

PO Box 425,1498 Old US 23 Hartland MI, 48353
https://www.woodwardfab.com/
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