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Wyveda I. Philbert’s Nautical Memoir Featured at the 2026
Beijing International Book Fair
The story of one couple’s courageous journey along America’s Great Loop reached new
international audiences at the 32nd Beijing International Book Fair, where Explora Books
featured Wyveda I. Philbert’s A Young Man’s Dream: An Old Man’s Reality. 

Vancouver, British Columbia Jul 28, 2026 (Issuewire.com)  -  Held June 17–21, 2026, at the China
National Convention Center (CNCC) in Beijing, the fair brought together over 1,700 exhibitors from 82
countries and regions and showcased 220,000 titles across one of Asia’s largest publishing platforms.
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A Young Man’s Dream: An Old Man’s Reality chronicles Philbert and her husband Joe’s 5,000-mile
voyage aboard their 31-foot Bombay Clipper sailboat—an endeavor five years in the making and
inspired by a 1950s magazine article. The memoir follows their route along the Intracoastal Waterway,
through the Erie Canal, across the Great Lakes, and down America’s river system. Told with humor and
candor, the memoir offers a personal account of risk, adaptation, and partnership at sea through the
perspective of a narrator who never expected to make the journey.

Set against the backdrop of the 32nd BIBF, which was held under the theme “Using Books as a Medium
to Facilitate Communication and Dialogue, Leading to Cooperative Success for All Parties Involved,” the
memoir’s focus on shared experience and perseverance resonated naturally. While the fair featured a
wide range of international programming, including author dialogues and publishing forums, Explora
Books’s presentation centered on works that highlight personal transformation and human connection.
This contextual alignment helped frame the memoir within broader conversations on storytelling,
resilience, and lived experience.

Within this context, Philbert’s memoir stood out for its emphasis on resilience and collaboration amid
uncertainty. The couple’s journey—navigating unfamiliar waters and unpredictable challenges—mirrors
broader themes of trust, endurance, and mutual reliance that underpin the narrative. Rather than
functioning as a conventional travel account, the memoir emphasizes the emotional and relational
dimensions of long-distance voyaging.

The 32nd edition of BIBF reinforced its position as a major hub for global publishing exchange, further
expanding its international reach with participation from new countries and organizations. Against this
backdrop, A Young Man’s Dream: An Old Man’s Reality contributed a personal perspective to the
global conversation on lived experience and storytelling. Its inclusion within Explora Books’s showcase
emphasized the publisher’s focus on narratives that bridge personal history and universal themes.

Readers can find A Young Man’s Dream: An Old Man’s Reality on Amazon and other major digital
bookstores.

About Explora Books 

Explora Books is a book marketing firm located in the heart of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
The company specializes in self-publishing and marketing, taking pride in its exhaustive research and
creative strategies that provide wider avenues for aspiring authors to gain recognition for their works.
Explora Books aims to guide authors through the complexities of self-publishing, offering convenient
solutions to navigate this process. The firm fosters and redefines creativity and innovation, setting new
industry standards. Explora Books is dedicated to empowering authors globally.

https://www.amazon.com/Young-Mans-Dream-Old-Reality/dp/1834301920
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Explora Books Ltd

*********@explorabooks.com

(604) 259-9775

700 – 838 West Hastings St. 

http://www.explorabooks.com
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