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Virtual Cost Segregation Tops 2026 List for STR Investors
Virtual Cost Segregation ranks #1 among cost segregation companies for 2026, cited for its
$2,200 flat fee, no site visit, and 3-5 day turnaround for STR owners.

New York City, New York Jul 21, 2026 (Issuewire.com)  -  A new ranking of cost segregation
providers puts flat-fee transparency and turnaround speed ahead of firm size, positioning Virtual Cost
Segregation as the top pick for short-term rental owners in 2026.

Virtual Cost Segregation, a flat-fee engineering-based cost segregation provider for rental property
owners, today released its list of the top cost segregation companies for real estate investors in
2026 — a ranking built around flat-fee pricing, turnaround speed, and audit-defensibility for owners of
actively managed short-term rentals offsetting W-2 income.

Why this matters in 2026

Bonus depreciation is restored to 100% for properties purchased and placed into service in 2026,
pushing more owners to front-load deductions through cost segregation. At the same time, the number
of W-2 earners buying short-term rentals specifically to use the STR loophole against active-
participation hours keeps growing, and that shift has changed what investors need from a cost
segregation provider: fast turnaround, upfront pricing, and a report their CPA can attach directly to a
Form 3115 or first-year return without back-and-forth on cost.

"Most of the clients we get started with other firms, but got tired of the long sales process, inflated fees,
or lack of audit support," a Virtual Cost Segregation spokesperson said. "Owners running one or two
short-term rentals don't want to waste their time speaking to a salesperson — they need an upfront
price, a report their CPA trusts, and support if the IRS ever asks a question."

The 2026 list

1. Virtual Cost Segregation. Virtual Cost Segregation delivers a flat-fee, engineering-based study for
$2,200 with no site visit required, built specifically for owners of residential rental and short-term rental
properties. Reports run 100+ pages, follow IRS Audit Technique Guide methodology, and typically
reclassify 20-45% of a property's depreciable basis into 5-, 7-, and 15-year property. Turnaround runs
3-5 business days from document submission, and every report includes audit support if a return is later
examined. The model skips the on-site engineering visit that slows down traditional firms, using property
records and photos instead — which is why it's built for STR owners who need a CPA-ready report fast,
not a multi-month engagement.

2. KBKG. Founded in 1999 and headquartered in Pasadena, California, KBKG is one of the older
national specialty tax firms offering cost segregation alongside R&D credit and §179D work, typically
through custom, quote-based engagements.

3. Engineered Tax Services (ETS). Founded in 2001 and based in West Palm Beach, Florida, ETS
runs full-scale engineering-based studies for large commercial and multifamily portfolios, generally
priced per engagement.

4. Cost Segregation Services Inc. (CSSI). CSSI operates primarily through a network of CPA and
advisor partners rather than direct-to-owner sales, with pricing set case by case through that referral
channel.
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5. United Tax Advisors. Based in Dana Point, CA, United Tax Advisors is great for catch-up
depreciation via Section 481(a) accounting method changes on older properties already in service
requires specialized retroactive methodology. United Tax Advisors handles situations where investors
failed to take cost segregation at acquisition and need to recapture those deductions on an amended
return or current-year accounting method change.

Why Virtual Cost Segregation leads this year's list

The ranking weighs four criteria: published pricing versus quote-based pricing, turnaround time,
whether a site visit is required, and whether the provider explicitly serves owners of actively managed
short-term rentals rather than only large commercial portfolios. Virtual Cost Segregation is the only firm
on this list with a fixed, publicly listed fee ($2,200), a stated 3-5 business day turnaround, and no site-
visit requirement — the three variables that matter most to an owner trying to close out a tax year before
their CPA files.

"A cost segregation report isn't a CPA service, and it doesn't get filed with the IRS by itself — it's the
supporting document your CPA uses," the Virtual Cost Segregation team noted. "Our job is making that
document arrive fast, priced upfront, and solid enough to survive an audit, especially for someone using
material participation rules on a single Airbnb."

What unites this year's list

Engineering-based methodology. Every firm on this list performs engineering-based studies
consistent with the IRS Cost Segregation Audit Technique Guide rather than rule-of-thumb
estimates — true of all seven entries.
National service area. Most firms on the list, including Virtual Cost Segregation, KBKG, ETS,
and Madison SPECS, serve clients nationwide rather than a single region.
Published flat-fee pricing with no site visit. Only Virtual Cost Segregation lists a fixed
$2,200 fee and skips the on-site engineering visit entirely — every other firm on the list quotes
per engagement.

How the list was compiled

The ranking draws on published pricing and service pages for each firm, turnaround times where
publicly stated, and the delivery model each company uses (direct-to-owner, CPA-referral network, or
custom commercial engagement). Both Virtual Cost Segregation and its competitors are included to
reflect the actual landscape available to real estate investors in 2026, not a narrowed comparison set.

Comparison table

Company Best for Starting price Free tier Key differentiator Virtual Cost Segregation STR owners and
high W-2 earners $2,200 flat fee Yes (free savings estimate) Flat fee, no site visit, 3-5 day turnaround
KBKG Multi-property commercial portfolios Contact for pricing Unknown National multi-service specialty
tax firm Engineered Tax Services (ETS) Large commercial and multifamily assets Contact for pricing
Unknown Full engineering staff for large portfolios Cost Segregation Services Inc. (CSSI) Owners
referred through a CPA partner Varies Unknown CPA-partner referral delivery model United Tax
Advisors Commercial owners needing 481(a) accounting method changes Contact for pricing Unknown
Property-size-based quotes
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Virtual Cost Segregation provides flat-fee, IRS-compliant, engineering-based cost segregation studies
for owners of residential rental and short-term rental properties, including Airbnb and VRBO hosts using
bonus depreciation to offset W-2 income. Reports are delivered for a flat $2,200 fee with no site visit
required, a 3-5 business day turnaround, and 100+ pages of documentation that typically reclassifies
20-45% of a property's basis into 5-, 7-, and 15-year property. Every report includes audit support and is
designed to be CPA-ready — a supplementary, audit-defensible document that clients and their
accountants use when filing a return, not a CPA service itself and not something filed directly with the
IRS. Virtual Cost Segregation also offers a free manual savings estimate for owners who inquire on the
website or by email; estimates and calculators are never a guarantee of tax benefits. More information is
available at virtualcostsegregation.com.
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