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23-Year-Old Pakistani Filmmaker Earns International
Recognition for Smartphone-Made Historical Thriller
Independent filmmaker Kainat Ali Dolly gains international film festival recognition for her Al-

assisted historical political thriller created entirely on a smartphone with virtually no
production budget.

When orders failed, humanity remained.

Federal Capital Area, Pakistan Jun 30, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - Independent filmmaker Kainat Ali
Dolly is earning international recognition after creating her debut 22-minute historical political thriller,
The Night The Flag Changed, entirely on a smartphone using Al-assisted creative tools and virtually no
traditional production budget.

Inspired by the history of Pakistan's Gilgit region, the film explores themes of identity, sacrifice, political
conflict, and human resilience through an emotionally driven narrative. Rather than relying on expensive
production resources, Dolly transformed limited means into a creative advantage while remaining
focused on authentic storytelling.

The project has already gained international attention through recognition at several prestigious film
festivals, including selection at the Al Artist Film Festival in Beijing, nomination at the Seoul International
Al Film Festival, and official selection at the Clermont-Ferrand International Short Film Festival.
Additional international festival announcements are expected as the film continues its global festival
journey.

"What stands out to me most is that | was able to complete a 22-minute narrative film independently with
very limited resources while staying committed to the story | wanted to tell," said Dolly.
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"Al was never the destination, it was simply one of the creative tools that helped bring the film to life. My
focus has always been storytelling and creating emotionally engaging cinema."

Beyond the technical achievement of producing a film on a smartphone, The Night The Flag Changed
reflects Dolly's commitment to telling meaningful stories that resonate across cultures. As an emerging
filmmaker from Pakistan, she hopes the film will encourage other independent creators to pursue
ambitious projects regardless of budget or production limitations.

Kainat Ali Dolly is a filmmaker, author, and storyteller based in Islamabad, Pakistan. Working
independently across literature and film, she develops projects that combine traditional storytelling with
emerging creative technologies while keeping human emotion at the center of every story.

The official trailer for The Night The Flag Changed is available on YouTube.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4R3xr20bVU)
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