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St. Petersburg International Economic Forum 2026:
“Pragmatic Dialogue” as a Lifeline for Global Business

From June 3 to 6, 2026, the Russian city of St. Petersburg will once again become the
assembly point for the global economy.
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New York City, New York May 19, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - From June 3 to 6, 2026, the Russian city
of St. Petersburg will once again become the assembly point for the global economy. The St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum (SPIEF) will convene under the slogan “Pragmatic Dialogue — A Path to
a Stable Future.” In an era where the world has definitively fragmented into macro-regions and the old
rules of the game have ceased to function, foreign businesses are searching not merely for new
markets, but for safe harbors offering predictable conditions. SPIEF 2026 promises to be precisely such
a harbor.

The Architecture of a New Reality

The forum’s business program is unabashedly ambitious. The organizers have prepared over 150
sessions, grouped into five thematic tracks. Judging by the program architecture published by the
Roscongress Foundation, the emphasis is not on declarations, but on concrete agreements reached in
focused circles.

The key track, “The Global Economy: Between Confrontation and Cooperation,” is a direct invitation to
foreign investors. Discussions here will center on the transformation of global markets, the architecture
of the future financial system, and new partnership formats. This is precisely where business can grasp
how to build supply chains that bypass political barriers.

No less important is the track “Technologies Shaping the Future,” which will tackle issues of digital
sovereignty, artificial intelligence, and robotization. For foreign tech companies, this is an opportunity to
carve out a niche in a transforming industrial landscape.
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The Guest Country as an Investment Compass

This year, the guest country status has been awarded to Saudi Arabia. This is a landmark choice,
reflecting a strategic vector aimed at deepening ties with the Global South. The Kingdom’s national
pavilion will serve as the central platform for presenting its investment potential. For foreign business
leaders from Asia, the Middle East, and Latin America, this sends a clear signal: St. Petersburg
welcomes those who are focused on real projects, regardless of geopolitical turbulence.

Representative delegations from 47 countries have already confirmed their participation. As Botirjon
Asadov, the Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Russia, stated: “The St. Petersburg International Economic
Forum is an authoritative international platform that offers additional opportunities to strengthen
business contacts.”

Money Loves Silence — and St. Petersburg

Why does foreign business continue to travel to St. Petersburg despite the sanctions rhetoric? The
answer lies in the numbers. At SPIEF 2025, over 1,060 agreements were signed, totaling approximately
6.3 trillion rubles. A significant portion of these contracts were cross-border deals.

Notably, the platform is becoming increasingly democratic. Alongside giants like Gazprom,
representatives of small and medium-sized enterprises are acquiring their participant packages. For
foreign entrepreneurs, including self-employed individuals from EAEU countries, special participation
conditions are available starting from 25,000 rubles.

A Takeaway for Decision Makers

SPIEF 2026 is not a gala dinner; it is a testing ground for verifying business hypotheses. For a foreign
investor today, three things matter most: the speed of decision-making, guarantees of asset security,
and direct access to the individuals shaping the economic policies of entire regions. The forum in St.

Petersburg delivers all three.

While politicians argue, business signs contracts at SPIEF. And judging by the program and the lineup
of participants, this year, pragmatic dialogue will definitively triumph over empty confrontation.
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