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Minnesota Families Warned of Sophisticated Bail Scam
Targeting Loved Ones
A growing scam across Minnesota is targeting families by impersonating bail bond agents
and law enforcement officials. Criminals are using real jail data to contact loved ones and
request bail payments through apps like CashApp and Venmo.

Minneapolis, Minnesota May 7, 2026 (Issuewire.com)  -  A growing and highly deceptive scam is
impacting families across Minnesota, with criminals impersonating bail bond agents, law enforcement,
and court officials in an effort to steal money from unsuspecting victims. These scams are increasingly
sophisticated, often using real jail records and targeting vulnerable individuals, especially the elderly.

AAA Bail Bonds, alongside industry advocate, licensed bail bond agent, and retired private detective
Derek Nelson, is urging the public to be aware, stay vigilant, and verify all information before making any
payments.

How the Scam Works

Scammers are identifying real individuals currently in custody through public jail rosters. They then use
online tools and public records to locate and contact family members or loved ones. During these calls,
scammers:

Claim a loved one is in jail and needs bail posted immediately
State they spoke directly with the person in custody
Say they were “referred” by the defendant
Impersonate bail bond companies, sheriff’s offices, jails, or courts
Demand immediate payment through CashApp, Venmo, PayPal, Chime, Apple Pay, Google
Pay, Bitcoin, wire transfers, or gift cards

Victims are pressured into sending money quickly, believing their loved one will be released—only to
later discover it was a scam.

Critical Facts You Must Know

The Sheriff’s Department, Jail, and Court staff will NOT call you directly to request bail or
discuss payment arrangements
These agencies will NEVER accept payment through Venmo, CashApp, Apple Pay, Google
Pay, Bitcoin, gift cards, or similar platforms
In Minnesota, it is illegal for a bail bond agent to solicit you unless they have first spoken
with the defendant or you already have an existing relationship with that company
Legitimate bail bond transactions follow strict legal and financial procedures and are conducted
through verified, licensed businesses

“This scam is dangerous because it blends truth with deception,” said Derek Nelson. “They are using
real names and real situations to create panic and urgency. That’s exactly why verification is so critical.”

How to Protect Yourself

If you receive a call from someone claiming to be a bail bond company, sheriff’s office, jail, or court:

https://www.issuewire.com/


Issuewire
www.Issuewire.com

Do NOT send money or provide financial information
Ask for their full company or office name and contact information
End the call immediately
Look up the official phone number independently
Call the organization directly to confirm whether the situation is legitimate

You can also contact AAA Bail Bonds directly. Their office is available to help verify:

Whether your loved one is in custody
Whether bail is required
Whether the person who contacted you is legitimate

Reporting a Scam

If you believe you have been targeted or victimized:

Contact your local law enforcement agency
Contact your financial institution

A Message to the Community

This scam is exploiting fear, urgency, and family trust. The best defense is awareness and verification.

Please share this information with your family, friends, and on social media—especially with
elderly loved ones who are most often targeted.

About AAA Bail Bonds

AAA Bail Bonds is a trusted, licensed bail bond agency serving Minnesota. The company is committed
not only to providing professional bail services, but also to protecting the public through education,
transparency, and advocacy.
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