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John Kim Austin Releases “The Soul of Austin,” a
Complimentary Austin Cultural Guide
New digital book explores the music, history, culture, food, and changing identity of Austin,
Texas. 
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Austin, Texas May 15, 2026 (Issuewire.com)  -  Author and cultural observer John Kim Austin has
released The Soul of Austin, a complimentary Austin cultural guide now available for free download at
JohnKimAustin.com.

The book explores the people, neighborhoods, music, food, history, and independent spirit that helped
transform Austin from a regional college town into one of the fastest-growing and most culturally
influential cities in America.

Part cultural history, part local commentary, and part tribute to the city itself, The Soul of Austin
examines both the traditions that shaped Austin and the modern growth that continues redefining it
today.

Topics covered in the book include:

The early history and founding of Austin
The influence of the University of Texas
Austin’s live music culture
Sixth Street and Austin City Limits
SXSW and Austin’s creative economy
Texas barbecue and Austin food culture
“Keep Austin Weird” and local identity
The rise of Silicon Hills
The debate between “Old Austin” and “New Austin”
The future of Austin as a rapidly growing city

According to John Kim Austin, the book was inspired by Austin’s unique ability to maintain a strong
cultural personality despite decades of rapid growth.

“Austin is one of the few cities in America where culture still feels personal,” said Austin. “People do not
simply live here. They participate in the city. Music, food, creativity, and community remain part of
everyday life in a way that feels increasingly rare.”

Austin said the goal of the book was not to create a traditional travel guide, but rather to document the
deeper personality of the city itself.

“I wanted to write something that captured both the nostalgia people feel about Austin and the optimism
that continues attracting new people here every day,” he said. “Austin has changed dramatically, but the
city’s independent spirit still matters.”

The book also explores the tensions created by Austin’s growth, including redevelopment, rising
housing costs, changing neighborhoods, and concerns about preserving the city’s cultural identity.

One excerpt from the book states:

“Austin grew because people loved its culture, but growth itself changed that culture. The city became
nationally famous for originality, but popularity brought commercialization.”

Another passage reflects on Austin’s future:

“As long as Austin continues valuing creativity, local culture, music, independent thinking, and
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community life, the city’s soul will remain intact.”

The complimentary Austin cultural guide is available now as a free digital download at:

https://JohnKimAustin.com

About John Kim Austin

John Kim Austin is a writer and cultural observer focused on the history, music, food, neighborhoods,
and changing identity of Austin, Texas. His work explores the people and places that continue to shape
one of America’s most distinctive cities.
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