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Why Bleeding Gums in Children Should Never Be Ighored:
Brandon Dentist Raises Awareness About Early Gum Disease

Big River Dental Educates Parents in Brandon, MS on Common Gum Problems in Kids and
the Importance of Early Prevention
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Brandon, Mississippi Apr 28, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - Many parents focus on cavities when it comes
to their child’s oral health, but dental experts warn that gum problems in children are both common and
frequently overlooked. Big River Dental, a trusted family dental practice in Brandon, Mississippi, is
raising awareness about early signs of gum disease in kids—especially bleeding gums—and why timely
care is essential.

Gum disease, also known as periodontal disease, doesn’t just affect adults. In children and adolescents,
the earliest stage—qgingivitis—is widely observed and often goes unnoticed because it is typically
painless.

Gum Problems in Kids: More Common Than Parents Think

Dental professionals note that many children experience signs of early gum inflammation, including:

* Bleeding while brushing or flossing
¢ Red, swollen, or tender gums
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* Persistent bad breath
¢ Sensitivity around the gumline

“Parents are often surprised to learn how common gum inflammation is in children,” says Dr. William P.
Dickey lll. “With over 25 years of experience, I've seen that bleeding gums are frequently dismissed as
minor, but they’re often the first sign of gingivitis and should be addressed early.”

Why Early Signs Are Often Ignored

One of the biggest challenges in pediatric gum health is awareness. Because gingivitis is usually not
painful, children may not complain, and parents may assume occasional bleeding is normal.

Common contributing factors include:

e Inconsistent brushing and flossing habits

¢ High-sugar diets and frequent snacking

» Orthodontic appliances that make cleaning more difficult
e Hormonal changes during adolescence

Without proper care, early gum inflammation can persist and potentially progress over time.
The Risks of Leaving Gum Problems Untreated

While advanced gum disease is less common in young children, untreated gingivitis can lead to more
serious concerns if ignored, including:

¢ Increased inflammation and gum damage
 Higher risk of dental complications in adolescence
¢ Potential impact on long-term oral health

Early intervention not only resolves current symptoms but also helps prevent more complex dental
issues in the future.

How Gum Disease in Children Is Treated

At Big River Dental, treatment for early gum disease in children focuses on gentle, effective care and
education. Depending on the severity, care may include:

e Professional dental cleanings to remove plaque and tartar
e Guidance on proper brushing and flossing techniques

e Preventive care plans tailored to each child’s needs

¢ Ongoing monitoring to ensure healthy gum development

At Big River Dental, every visit is designed to deliver Comfortable and Memorable dental visits for your
child, with a calm, reassuring atmosphere tailored to young patients. A gentle approach, friendly team,
and patient-first care help children feel relaxed and confident from the moment they arrive. By creating
positive experiences, the practice helps build lifelong trust in dental care.

Building Healthy Habits Early
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Preventing gum disease starts with consistent oral hygiene and regular dental checkups. The team at
Big River Dental encourages parents to pay attention to early warning signs and schedule evaluations if
symptoms arise.

“Healthy gums are the foundation of a healthy smile,” adds Dr. Dickey. “When we educate families early,
we can prevent small issues from becoming bigger problems later on.”

About Big River Dental

Big River Dental is a patient-focused dental practice located in Brandon, MS, dedicated to providing
high-quality care for patients of all ages. Led by Dr. William P. Dickey lll, the practice offers
comprehensive services including preventive, restorative, cosmetic, and pediatric dentistry. With a
commitment to personalized care, advanced technology, and a welcoming environment, Big River
Dental helps families maintain healthy, confident smiles.
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