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Keith Livesay, Attorney Makes the Case for Documentation
Culture: Why the Clerk's Record Tells the Whole Story

Keith Livesay, Attorney Says the Most Consequential Legal Decisions Are Often Made Long
Before Anyone Files a Notice of Appeal



Issuewire

[N | SS U EWi re www.lssuewire.com




Issuewire

[N | SS U EWi re www.lssuewire.com

Houston, Texas Apr 10, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - When Keith Livesay, Attorney opens the record on a
new appellate case, he is doing something that looks a lot like archaeology. He is sifting through what a
business did, said, and wrote down over the course of a dispute, looking for the moments that will
determine what arguments are available and which ones are not.

Appellate courts do not accept new evidence. They work entirely from what was documented in the trial
court: transcripts, admitted exhibits, filed motions, written rulings. If a fact does not appear in that
record, it generally cannot be considered on appeal. There is no opportunity, after judgment, to
introduce the document that would have changed the outcome or to explain a decision that was never
written down in the first place.

Keith Livesay, Attorney has spent his career working within that constraint. After graduating first in his
class from Baylor Law School, he served as a briefing attorney for the Fort Worth Court of Appeals,
where he saw the review process from the inside. He later practiced in a Texas business law firm,
eventually leading its appellate section. He subsequently handled appellate matters within a personal
injury firm and operated the Livesay Law Office as a solo practitioner before joining Nelson Mullins as
Counsel, where he now focuses on civil appeals, research, and motion practice.

Across those settings, a consistent pattern emerged. Cases that looked strong at the trial level
sometimes arrived on appeal with significant gaps: objections that were never clearly stated, rulings that
were not cleanly documented, arguments that were raised but not in a way that preserved them for
review. By the time the record reached an appellate court, the options were narrowed.

The lesson Keith Livesay, Attorney draws from that experience is not primarily a legal one. It is an
operational one, and he believes it applies directly to how businesses document their decisions.

Companies that record significant decisions carefully, preserve communications around material events,
and create clear internal records of why choices were made are not just staying organized. They are
protecting their legal options in the event a dispute ever reaches the point of review. Thorough
documentation reflects the kind of institutional discipline that holds up under scrutiny. The absence of it
often does not.

Keith Livesay, Attorney is Board Certified in Civil Appellate Law by the Texas Board of Legal
Specialization and admitted to practice before the Texas Supreme Court, the United States Supreme
Court, and the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. His published scholarship includes
articles in the Baylor Law Review and the Texas Bar Journal.

His interest in the intersection of legal structure and business practice reflects a broader philosophy.
Appellate law is, at its core, a discipline about what can be demonstrated from the official record. The
argument, however compelling in theory, has to be grounded in what was documented and preserved. A
legal theory that was never raised in the trial court generally cannot be raised for the first time on appeal,
regardless of its merits.

That principle has a business equivalent. Decisions that are never written down cannot be explained
later. Concerns that are raised verbally but never documented offer little protection when a dispute
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arises. The organization that operates with consistent documentation discipline is building something
more durable than the one that relies on institutional memory and informal practice.

For Keith Livesay, Attorney, the connection between careful recordkeeping and long-term resilience is
not abstract. It is the central lesson of a career spent reading other people's records and understanding,
case by case, what the presence or absence of documentation actually costs.

He practices in Houston and McAllen, Texas. Outside his legal work, his interests include classical
music, historical research, and scheduled teaching in Christian apologetics at a local Bible institute.

About Keith Livesay, Attorney

Keith Livesay, Attorney is a Texas civil appellate lawyer and Counsel with Nelson Mullins, where he
assists with appellate research, briefing, and motion practice. He is Board Certified in Civil Appellate
Law by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization and is admitted to practice in Texas, the Texas
Supreme Court, the United States Supreme Court, and the United States Court of Appeals for the
Eighth Circuit. A graduate of Baylor Law School, where he finished first in his class, Keith Livesay,
Attorney has published scholarship in the Baylor Law Review and the Texas Bar Journal and has been
recognized for pro bono work through Nelson Mullins. His interests include classical music, historical
research, and scheduled teaching in Christian apologetics at a local Bible institute.
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