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Marcionite Church Announces Religious Accommodation
Program Following Pentagon’s 'Consecrated Warfare'
Declaration

Church protection offered to active duty personnel and those concerned about a draft
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Washington, D.C, District of Columbia Apr 4, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - The Central Pontiate of the
Marcionite Church has officially launched a Religious Accommodation (RA) program to assist
parishioners currently serving in the military or facing a potential draft. This initiative provides legal and
theological support for those seeking to opt out of the conflict in Iran, which the church characterizes as
an act of “compelled idolatry."

The program is a direct response to the March 26, 2026, prayer service led by U.S. Secretary of War
Peter Hegseth. During this service, the Secretary invoked Psalm 18 from the Torah to pray for
'overwhelming violence,' an act the church contends has "officially consecrated the war in the name of
the deity Yahweh."

“By using government authority to sanctify this war with Torah scripture, the state has moved beyond
secular military action,” the Church stated. “For a Marcionite, participating in a war blessed by the
warlike deity of the Torah is a violation of our most fundamental command: to have no other gods
before the Good Father revealed by Jesus."

The Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), 42 U.S.C. § 2000bb et seq., prohibits the government
from substantially burdening a person’s exercise of religion unless it uses the least restrictive means to
further a compelling governmental interest.
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Theological Basis and Legal Avenue

The Marcionite Church clarifies that this program is not a request for Conscientious Objector (CO)
status. Because Marcionite doctrine permits defensive homeland war to protect the innocent,
parishioners do not meet the legal requirement of being opposed to 'war in any form.'

Instead, the church utilizes the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) to seek
accommodations against this specific conflict. The RA strategy argues that participation in this
‘consecrated' war imposes a substantial burden on the religious exercise of parishioners by forcing them
into an act of false worship.

Program Details for Parishioners

To be eligible for the RA program and receive formal church attestation, service members must:
* Be a registered member of the Marcionite Church.

* Possess the first Christian bible of 144 A.D. (The Very First Bible - Evangelion & Apostolikon).

* Register their request with the church’s outreach office to receive a verification status for their
commanding officers.

The church provides template accommodation statements that explicitly reference the Pentagon’s
theological error as evidence of religious compulsion. While refusing service in this specific offensive
overseas war, parishioners remain willing to serve in alternative capacities, such as homeland defense
or non-combatant roles that do not involve "consecrated" violence.

“We will not bless bombs; they are the incense of the old age,” the Church concluded. “We stand with
our members in bearing witness to the Good Father, refusing to bow to the deity who blesses war”.

For more information or to download the Religious Accommodation forms, parishioners are directed to
visit the church's official military exemption portal. Listen to a discussion of the RA and the background
of the controversy at the Marcionite Church Podcast.
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Media Contact
Marcionite Christian Church

*********@marcioniteChUrCh.Org

https://marcionitechurch.org
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