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Four People. One Film. A Story Hip Hop Has Been Waiting
For.

How four industry veterans with deep roots in storytelling and Hip Hop’s history are building
GC Films’ most ambitious project yet.

RISE ABOVE POVERTY. SURVIVE THE GAME.

MICROPHONE

ONE SHOT TO CHANGE EVERYTHING. -~

Los Angeles, California Mar 5, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - Some films are built by a director with a
vision. The great ones are built by a team.

The Golden Microphone — GC Films’ most ambitious production to date — is both. Written and directed
by Clayton Guiltner, the film centers on a struggling 17-year-old rapper who finds a tarnished
microphone in his uncle's trash — convinced it's the key to winning a life-changing competition. What he
doesn't know yet is that the mic once belonged to his uncle, a fallen Hip Hop legend destroyed by the
very same record label now running the contest. What begins as a story about ambition becomes
something far more complicated: a reckoning with legacy, loyalty, and what it really costs to win.

Guiltner has surrounded himself with a team that covers every dimension the project demands: a
founding member of the group that launched Dr. Dre’s career, a seasoned Hip Hop entertainment
executive, and a producer who grew up inside the culture the film is about. Together, they don’t just
bring credibility to the story. They are the story.

“We aim to honor and showcase the rich history of Hip Hop,” says Guiltner. “This story will feel authentic
at every level.” That promise starts with who he’s put in the room.

At the center of the project is Guiltner himself, a filmmaker whose career defies easy
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categorization. He holds both an MFA in Directing and an MA in Business Leadership — the former
shaping how he sees a story, the latter determining whether it actually gets made. In independent film,
that combination is rarer than it sounds.

His creative credentials were forged not in a classroom but inside one of the most selective professional
communities in American theatre. Guiltner was invited to lifetime membership in the Directors Unit of
The Actors Studio — the legendary organization whose alumni span Al Pacino, Spike Lee, and
generations of the most influential directors and actors in American film and theater. Membership is by
invitation only and earned among peers, not conferred by an institution. Working within that community
alongside his mentors Martin Landau and Lou Antonio gave Guiltner what colleagues describe as a
precise, almost instinctual ability to ask the question that matters most: what is this story truly about?

That instinct was sharpened over three decades of directing live theatre — a discipline that demands an
understanding of character, rhythm, and emotional truth that no amount of post-production can fix. It is
the foundation beneath everything he has brought to the screen.

“I like to tell stories that | would watch — characters | care about, stories about redemption, hope, rags-
to-riches. | like to see characters change and ultimately win.”

That instinct runs through everything GC Films has made. Hope'’s Hollywood Christmas delivered
genuine warmth alongside a moving story of family and generosity. Pillow Armor — a genre-bending
rom-com about grief and emotional armor, gaining a global distribution deal through Twin Engines
Global and is set for 2026 release — earned Best Narrative Feature at the Asian International Film
Festival. Both films were made on lean independent budgets that felt considerably larger on screen. And
now, writing and directing The Golden Microphone, Guiltner is bringing the full weight of that experience
to a canvas he’s been building toward for years.

The cultural foundation of the film, however, belongs to Marquette Hawkins — known to the Hip
Hop world as DJ CIi-N-Tel — and it is a foundation that cannot be fabricated or hired after the fact.

Hawkins was a founding member of World Class Wreckin’ Cru, the West Coast group that served as the
launchpad for a young Andre Young — who the world would come to know as Dr. Dre. His production
work appears on Dr. Dre’s Concrete Roots, and he mentored a young Ice Cube and Sir Jinx during their
formative years, making him a direct through-line from Hip Hop’s earliest days on the West Coast to its
global dominance. He is, in the most literal sense, a living piece of the history this film sets out to honor.
Off screen, that same spirit of service has taken a different form: Hawkins was recently elected Mayor of
California City, where he works to elevate and advocate for his community with the same conviction he
has brought to his creative life.

“There’s a version of Hip Hop’s origin story that only a handful of people actually lived. Marq lived it.
That’s not a credential you manufacture.”

On The Golden Microphone, Hawkins holds the Story By credit and serves as Executive Producer —
not a consultant brought in to validate the project’s authenticity after the fact, but a co-architect of its
foundation from the beginning. Three years of creative development alongside Guiltner have shaped the
film’s world from the inside out. His fingerprints are on its DNA.

If Hawkins gives the project its soul, Bryant T. Scott gives it legs. As CEO of Flavortown
Entertainment Group — with deep connections through the Badazz Music Syndicate — Scott operates
as an established presence within Hip Hop’s entertainment ecosystem, not an outsider brokering
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access but someone who moves through these spaces natively.

On The Golden Microphone, he leads the packaging operation: talent attachments, investor relations,
the industry introductions that move a compelling project toward a financed, greenlit production. It is
work that happens largely out of frame but determines whether everything else gets made. Scott also
contributes as script consultant, bringing cultural authority and commercial instinct to the development
of the screenplay. He is the bridge between the world this film honors and the industry infrastructure that
will carry it to audiences.

Holding it all together on the ground is producer Traci Fantroy, whose path to this role is as
much a part of the story as her credentials.

Fantroy holds a Bachelor of Science in Entertainment Business from The Los Angeles Film School’s
Entertainment Business program, grounding her in both the creative and operational dimensions of
production. But her relationship to this project runs deeper than her formal training. Growing up in South
Los Angeles, she didn’t encounter Hip Hop culture as an observer — she grew up inside it. In a film
whose entire premise turns on the question of what is authentic and what is manufactured, that lived
relationship to the material is not background detail. It informs every decision she makes.

Her professional relationship with Guiltner began when she joined him as an assistant during his time at
Everstar Entertainment. The trust built there led directly to her role as Associate Producer at GC Films
— and now to a full Producer credit on its most ambitious project to date. On set, she is responsible for
the full scope of physical production: budgets, scheduling, department heads, logistics. She is the
person who ensures that everything the team is building creatively actually makes it to camera.

“Traci doesn’t just produce the film. She understands why it matters. That changes every conversation
on set.”

A Story Worth Telling

What GC Films has assembled for The Golden Microphone is not simply a production team — itis a
convergence. Guiltner brings the directorial vision and business architecture. Hawkins brings the
cultural lineage that gives the story its soul. Scott brings the industry relationships that give it traction.
Fantroy brings the operational discipline and lived experience that keep it honest. Each has something
the others don’t. Each is essential to what the others are building.

The Golden Microphone is currently in active development for 2026. GC Films is seeking partners,
investors, and talent who share the team’s commitment to culturally authentic, emotionally resonant
filmmaking. For a film about the moment when real talent meets its moment — the build is already
underway. Announcements for talent attachments are coming soon — and if this team is any indication,
they will be worth the wait. For updates and more information on The Golden Microphone, visit

www.guiltnercreative.com
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