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Los Angeles, California Mar 18, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - The heart remembers what the mind
tries to forget....

Seeking to resolve unsettled issues of betrayal and trust, Deidra Sullivan returns to the place that has
always settled her soul. When she is sought out by her first love, Michael Ryan, she finds herself caught
up in a tornado of emotions. Throwing caution to the wind, Deidra decides to risk her heart again—but
unknowingly, she is also risking her life.

When the Past Comes Calling, Love Becomes Dangerous

Dian Phillips Shelton’s New Novel is a Riveting Exploration of Desire, Memory,
and Mortal Risk

West Texas — Dian Phillips Shelton delivers a haunting, emotionally intoxicating novel that pulls
readers into the seductive pull of first love—and the devastating consequences of trusting it again. Equal
parts romantic and suspenseful, the story unfolds like a slow burn that escalates into a storm, leaving
readers breathless and questioning how far the heart can safely go. Deidra Sullivan returns to the place
that once gave her peace, hoping to quiet the echoes of betrayal that still linger beneath the surface.
Instead, she finds herself face-to-face with Michael Ryan—the first man who ever taught her what love
felt like. What begins as a nostalgic reconnection quickly becomes a dangerous emotional reckoning. As
desire reignites, so do secrets long buried, and Deidra’s decision to open her heart again sets off a
chain of events that threatens far more than her emotional well-being.

A Literary Examination of Love as Risk

Shelton’s novel delves deep into the psychology of romantic memory—how first love imprints itself
permanently, shaping desire, judgment, and vulnerability long after time has passed. masterfully
exposes the tension between emotional comfort and emotional danger, asking whether familiarity is truly
safe or merely seductive. This is a story about betrayal that doesn’t announce itself loudly—it whispers,
waits, and strikes when defenses are down. Shelton’s prose mirrors that experience, lush and
measured, drawing readers into an intimate emotional space before revealing the cost of nostalgia
unchecked.

On a global scale, it resonates with readers across cultures because it confronts a universal truth: love,
especially the love that once defined us, can be both salvation and threat. In an era where people are
increasingly reconnecting with their pasts digitally, emotionally, and relationally—Shelton’s novel speaks
directly to the danger of reopening doors without fully understanding what waits behind them.

Atmosphere That Breathes, Tension That Lingers
Nature in is not merely a backdrop—it is a living presence, echoing the protagonist’s emotional volatility.
The calm that Deidra seeks mirrors the calm before the storm, reinforcing the novel’s central warning:

peace can be deceptive, and danger often arrives disguised as familiarity.

Shelton’s storytelling leaves readers unsettled in the best way—compelled to keep turning pages, yet
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reflective long after the final chapter ends.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dian Phillips Shelton’s story begins along the sun-kissed shores of Pensacola, Florida, where the
rhythm of rolling waves, warm sand beneath her feet, and the scent of saltwater shaped her earliest
memories. The beach was never just a place—it was a calling, one that rooted in her a lifelong bond
with the natural world.

As a preteen, her family relocated to Chattanooga, Tennessee, trading ocean breezes for mountain
views. Though the scenery changed, the pull of the coast never left her heart. Years later, the family
returned to the South, settling in Robertsdale, Alabama, where Dian’s connection to Southern life and
landscape grew even deeper.

Dian devoted her professional life to education, becoming a cherished school teacher and guiding
generations of students before retiring in West Texas, where she now resides and finds time for
reflection and creativity. Beyond the classroom, her greatest joy has always been family. She and her
husband of 52 years have built a life rich with love, raising a blended family of six adult children and
delighting in ten grandchildren who keep her days full of laughter and purpose.

From shoreline to mountains and across the South and West, Dian’s journey has been shaped by
resilience, devotion, and an enduring reverence for the natural world—experiences that continue to
influence her voice, her stories, and the heart behind her writing.

For more details about the author and her literary works, you may visit her website:

Website: https://diansheltonbooks.com
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