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Why Dima Saksonov Believes the Next Trillion-Dollar RWA
Market Will Be Built Inside Stadiums

Daleville, Alabama Feb 25, 2026 (Issuewire.com)  -  Tokenization of real-world assets (RWA) is no
longer a theoretical concept. With the sector already estimated at roughly $25 billion and long-term
projections ranging from $2 to $4 trillion, most analysts focus on traditional financial instruments —
real estate, sovereign debt, treasury products.

Dima Saksonov, Founder and CEO of Atleta Network, argues that the real breakout sector may be
somewhere entirely different: global sport.

According to him, sports tokenization is not just another asset vertical — it may be the bridge that
moves RWA from institutional finance into mass adoption.

Why Sports RWAs Haven’t Moved Faster — Until Now

While tokenized bonds and property have advanced steadily, sport has remained comparatively
cautious. Saksonov explains that the complexity is structural.

Athlete contracts, intellectual property, performance data, licensing agreements, league regulations, and

https://www.issuewire.com/


Issuewire
www.Issuewire.com

privacy rights form a tightly interwoven legal ecosystem. Unlike traditional assets, these are not
standardized instruments with decades of settled compliance frameworks.

Sports have historically been categorized as entertainment and culture rather than financial
infrastructure.

But that distinction is beginning to erode.

Regulatory capacity is improving. Blockchain tooling is more mature. Most importantly, commercial
incentives are aligning.

Fans want deeper participation.

Athletes want greater transparency and diversified income streams.

Clubs seek new monetization pathways beyond sponsorships and broadcast rights.

Saksonov believes these forces are converging.

When infrastructure becomes strong enough to handle athlete contracts, tokenized performance data,
memorabilia, digital ticketing, and fan participation models within clear legal boundaries, sports
transform from a cultural product into an investable digital ecosystem.

And unlike treasury yields or structured debt products, sports assets are emotionally intuitive.

A fan instantly understands what it means to own part of a player’s journey. No financial education
required.

Building Infrastructure First — Visibility Second

Atleta is architected as a modular Layer-1 blockchain designed specifically for sports applications. It
integrates:

EVM compatibility
Cross-chain interoperability
Decentralized storage
Staking mechanisms
Identity integration
Real-world contract mapping

But Saksonov emphasizes that fans do not care about consensus models or block finality mechanics.

They care about use cases.

Can they resell tickets safely?

Can they verify that statistics are authentic?

Can they own digital assets tied to their club or favorite athlete?
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Can they participate in governance or reward systems?

Atleta’s strategy separates visible applications from invisible infrastructure.

Fan-facing features — such as digital asset marketplaces, blockchain-secured ticketing, or tokenized
academy participation — serve as entry points. Behind them, governance systems, validator networks,
staking layers, storage architecture, and cross-chain bridges ensure compliance, security, and
scalability.

The foundation must be strong before the experience can scale.

 Trust, Compliance, and Institutional Buy-In

Tokenizing sports assets requires more than technical capability. It demands legal credibility.

Saksonov stresses that athlete consent, intellectual property protections, and data privacy must be
respected at the protocol level. Transparency cannot be a marketing claim; it must be embedded in
smart contracts and governance design.

This includes:

Verified data sources
Cryptographic integrity mechanisms
Decentralized storage to avoid centralized data silos
Clear alignment with contract law and licensing agreements

Institutional adoption does not happen because something is “on-chain.” It happens when measurable
value is demonstrated.

Clubs and federations respond to:

Increased revenue channels
Reduced administrative friction
Stronger fan engagement
Differentiated brand positioning

Proof-of-concept deployments — such as blockchain ticketing systems, tokenized media rights, or
athlete contract structures that reflect enforceable legal obligations — become practical catalysts for
adoption.

Atleta’s marketplace, staking architecture, and ATLA token economy are positioned to support these
collaborations.

Scaling Across Jurisdictions

Global sports operate across fragmented regulatory environments. For tokenized RWAs to scale
internationally, several components must align simultaneously.

Technically:
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High throughput and low latency
Stable block times (Atleta targets ~6 seconds)
Instant finality
Cost-efficient transaction fees
Reliable decentralized storage
Functional cross-chain bridges

Institutionally:

Regulatory clarity around digital contracts and tokenized rights
Education for federations and governing bodies
Liquidity frameworks enabling secondary markets
Cross-border legal compatibility

Liquidity, in particular, is essential. RWAs only become meaningful if they can be traded efficiently.

Atleta’s modular and interoperable design is structured to support asset mobility across ecosystems
while maintaining compliance.

Why Sports Could Rival Real Estate and Bonds

Traditional RWA sectors like real estate and fixed income have regulatory familiarity but limited
emotional engagement.

Sports operate differently.

They already generate billions annually through broadcasting, merchandising, sponsorships, and ticket
sales. Tokenization does not invent value — it restructures participation.

Sports RWAs offer:

Fractional ownership models
Direct fan-backed athlete funding
Tokenized media rights
Digital assets linked to measurable performance
Transparent ticketing ecosystems

Saksonov notes that sports have inherent network effects. Fan communities already share, trade,
discuss, and engage at scale. Cultural velocity accelerates adoption far faster than institutional financial
products typically can.

While financial RWAs often require complex compliance onboarding and opaque valuation chains,
sports ecosystems already operate within established regulatory domains such as contracts and
intellectual property.

Once infrastructure is compliant, expanding additional asset classes becomes incrementally easier.

 What Signals Mainstream Adoption

As Atleta transitions from testnet activity to broader deployment, Saksonov monitors several concrete
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indicators:

Number of athletes and clubs using smart contract-based agreements
Liquidity in secondary markets for tokenized sports assets
Fan ownership metrics (holding, trading, staking, governance participation)
Institutional partnerships with leagues or federations
Revenue flowing directly to athletes through tokenized rights
Stable cross-chain functionality and storage scalability
Active validator participation

The real inflection point, in his view, will not be speculation.

It will be when contracts, ticketing, performance data, and media rights are routinely supported by token-
enabled infrastructure — and when fans participate without needing to consciously interact with
“blockchain” as a concept.

When ownership becomes seamless.

When transparency becomes expected.

When digital participation becomes standard.

At that moment, Saksonov believes, sports will not merely join the RWA movement — they will
accelerate it.

And the trillion-dollar expansion will no longer be theoretical.
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