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Lonely Fans Launches as Researchers Warn Loneliness Is
Reshaping Society, Relationships, and the Global Economy
Screenings in New York City and London Signal Growing Concern That Digital Intimacy Is
Replacing Real-World Connection

Beverly Hills, California Feb 22, 2026 (Issuewire.com)  -  On a cold February evening in Manhattan,
audiences filed into Crosby Street Hotel for what appeared to be another documentary screening.

What they saw instead was a portrait of a society quietly reorganizing itself around loneliness.

The new series from award-winning filmmaker Rock Jacobs arrives at a moment when public-health
officials, demographers, and economists are all tracking the same trend from different angles:

People are increasingly living alone, partnering later, marrying less, having fewer children — and
spending more time and money in digital spaces designed to simulate connection.

After premieres in New York (Feb. 4) and at The Soho Hotel in London (Feb. 12), Lonely Fans will
continue its international rollout with a screening in Dubai followed by events planned
across Miami, Chicago, Houston, Dallas, Las Vegas, and Los Angeles.

A STRUCTURAL SHIFT, NOT A CULTURAL MOOD

In the past decade, loneliness has moved from a private feeling to a measurable social condition.

Recent national data across Western countries shows:

Roughly half of adults report persistent loneliness

Marriage rates in the U.S. have dropped to historic lows

Fertility rates are below replacement level across much of the developed world

Young adults are dating less frequently than previous generations

Time spent in face-to-face social interaction continues to decline

At the same time, the economic value of digital companionship has surged.

Subscription-based creator platforms now generate billions annually, while venture capital flows into
companies built on paid attention, parasocial interaction, and simulated intimacy.

The result is not merely a new industry — but a new social arrangement.

Connection is increasingly mediated by platforms, priced by algorithms, and measured in engagement
metrics.

FROM SOCIAL NETWORK TO EMOTIONAL MARKETPLACE
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Lonely Fans positions itself less as a documentary about adult content and more as an investigation into
what happens when emotional needs intersect with scalable technology.

The series traces how:

Validation becomes monetized

Identity becomes performative

Intimacy becomes transactional

And loneliness becomes economically productive

It follows creators navigating the pressures of algorithm-driven visibility and audiences who often arrive
seeking something far less explicit than what the platforms advertise: recognition, conversation, or
simply the sense of being noticed.

The series suggests the creator economy did not invent loneliness — it industrialized it.

HEADLINES AS SYMPTOMS

The film arrives during a period when disturbing stories tied to digital intimacy culture increasingly move
from niche coverage into mainstream news cycles.

Educators report growing concern about the psychological effects of validation-driven platforms on
adolescents.
Researchers link prolonged social-media dependency to higher rates of anxiety, depression, and social
withdrawal.
Courts and law enforcement agencies are encountering new categories of cases shaped by online
sexual economies, digital coercion, and monetized attention.

Individually, these stories appear unrelated.
Taken together, they outline a larger transformation in how relationships form, function, and dissolve.

WHEN HUMAN NEED BECOMES INFRASTRUCTURE

“The question isn’t whether people are lonely,” Jacobs says.
“The question is what happens when loneliness becomes predictable, trackable, and profitable.”

Shot with a restrained, observational tone, Lonely Fans avoids sensationalism in favor of a quieter,
more unsettling thesis:

Modern economies increasingly extract value from the same thing previous generations relied on for
stability — human connection.

If industrial societies once organized themselves around labor…

digital societies may be organizing themselves around attention.
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SCREENING TOUR

NEW YORK CITY — February 4, 2026
LONDON — February 12, 2026
DUBAI — TBA

Additional U.S. cities to be announced shortly.

ABOUT THE SERIES

Lonely Fans is a cinematic social experience exploring connection, attention, and modern loneliness.

It is not about platforms.
It is about the conditions that made them inevitable.

EXPLORE THE SERIES
LonelyFansSeries.com
@LonelyFansInc

Media Contact

Lonelyfans Series

*********@lonelyfansseries.com

+13102701210

324 S. Beverly Drive, Suite 135
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