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California Earthquake Alert: Scientists Warn 'The Big One’
Risk Elevated for 2026 San Andreas Fault

USGS seismologists issue updated earthquake forecast showing increased probability of
major San Andreas Fault rupture, urging Californians to prepare now.
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Hyderabad, Telangana Jan 11, 2026 (Issuewire.com) - Seismologists are raising fresh concerns
about earthquake risks in California as new scientific assessments indicate increasing stress along the
San Andreas Fault. Experts warn that the likelihood of a major seismic event — often called “The Big
One” — may be elevated heading into 2026, urging residents and authorities to strengthen
preparedness efforts across the state.

According to earthquake researchers, long-term fault strain accumulation suggests California could be
approaching a critical seismic window. Ongoing updates and preparedness guidance are being closely
followed by residents via californianews.today.

San Andreas Fault: Why 2026 Is a Critical Year

The southern section of the San Andreas Fault has remained largely quiet for more than a century, a
period scientists describe as a dangerous seismic gap. This prolonged inactivity allows pressure to build
underground, increasing the probability of a large-magnitude earthquake when the fault eventually
releases.

Experts emphasize that while earthquakes cannot be predicted with exact dates, probability models
show heightened concern for the coming years. Detailed California seismic risk coverage is available on
californianews.today under the California Earthquake News section.

Potential Impact on California Communities

A major earthquake could affect millions across Southern California, including Los Angeles,
Riverside, San Bernardino, and surrounding regions. Infrastructure damage, power outages,
transportation disruptions, and emergency response challenges remain key concerns.

State agencies are accelerating efforts to reinforce bridges, hospitals, and emergency communication
systems. Residents are encouraged to stay informed through trusted local reporting platforms such as
californianews.today, which provides real-time California safety updates.

What Californians Should Do Now

Emergency officials strongly advise residents to take proactive steps well before any major seismic
activity occurs:

* Create a family earthquake emergency plan

e Secure heavy furniture and appliances

* Prepare an emergency supply kit with food, water, and medications
¢ Enable earthquake alerts on smartphones

e Stay updated with California-focused alerts via californianews.today
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Preparedness today can significantly reduce injuries and losses when earthquakes strike.

Ongoing Monitoring and Public Awareness

California continues to expand its earthquake monitoring networks and early-warning technologies to
provide residents with precious seconds of advance notice. Scientists stress that public awareness and

education are critical components of disaster readiness.

For continued updates, expert insights, and California-specific earthquake preparedness resources,
visit californianews.today regularly.
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