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WHEN ROCK MET HIP HOP by Steven Blush
How Run-DMC, Aerosmith, Anthrax, the Beastie Boys & More Shattered Boundaries and
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New York City, New York Dec 5, 2025 (Issuewire.com)  -  A Historic Moment Meets a Defining
Book 2026 marks a powerful cultural intersection:

40th anniversary of “Walk This Way” — the Run-DMC/Aerosmith breakthrough that opened
MTV and fused two worlds.
35th anniversary of “Bring the Noise” — the Public Enemy/Anthrax collaboration that pushed
genre, race, and attitude into bold new territory.
33rd anniversary of a pivotal moment in the rap-rock crossover, the Judgment Night soundtrack,
pairing metal and hip-hop icons for groundbreaking collaborations—including Slayer with Ice-T,
Helmet with House of Pain, and, in its most celebrated match-up, Biohazard with Onyx.

There is no more timely moment for Steven Blush’s WHEN ROCK MET HIP-HOP, the definitive
chronicle of the era when rock and hip-hop collided and reshaped the cultural landscape forever.

A Cultural Collision That Changed Everything
Drawing from the late ’80s and early ’90s—one of the most explosive eras in modern music—WHEN
ROCK MET HIP-HOP captures:

Run-DMC and Aerosmith smashing barriers and rewriting history.
The Beastie Boys launching hip-hop into suburban America with License to Ill.
Public Enemy and Anthrax igniting a thrash-rap revolution with “Bring the Noise.”
Rick Rubin and Russell Simmons engineering a new cultural blueprint.
De La Soul, 3rd Bass, and Native Tongues expanding hip-hop’s sonic imagination.
Billy Squier’s “The Big Beat” becoming a foundational sample across 344 hip-hop records.

These weren’t isolated events—they marked a seismic cultural shift that redefined race, rebellion,
creativity, and the boundaries of sound.

A Veteran Storyteller with a Front-Row Seat
Steven Blush brings unmatched authority to this story. His acclaimed works—American Hardcore, New
York Rock, Lost Rockers, When Rock Met Disco, When Rock Met Reggae—and his Sundance-
premiered documentary American Hardcore have established him as a key chronicler of boundary-
breaking movements.
His deep-dive style, perfected at Seconds Magazine, fuels this book with firsthand accounts, rare
interviews, and insider context only he can provide.

A Treasure Trove of Editorial Possibilities
This book opens the door to bold editorial storytelling, including:

“How a Single MTV Moment Changed Everything” — the cultural shockwave of “Walk This
Way.”
“Bring the Noise and the Birth of Cross-Genre Fury” — race, thrash, hip-hop, and rebellion.
Interviews or roundtables with Run, DMC, Steven Tyler, Chuck D, Billy Squier, Qtip, and others.
Deep-dive conversations with Steven Blush, the eyewitness historian with unparalleled access.
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Perfectly Timed. Culturally Urgent. Historically Resonant.
As these milestone anniversaries reignite conversations about creativity, collaboration, and cultural
fusion, WHEN ROCK MET HIP-HOP arrives at the moment these stories matter most.
A celebration of creativity.
A chronicle of risk-takers.
A testament to the power of cultural collision.
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