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Printful Reveals What Are the Best Hoodie Materials for
Comfort and Print Quality
New insights reveal how fabric blends and weight impact durability, softness, and
customization for growing U.S. apparel brands.

Wilmington, Delaware Nov 21, 2025 (Issuewire.com)  -  As hoodie sales continue to surge across the
U.S. athleisure and streetwear markets - growing an estimated 12% year-over-year - Printful is releasing
new expert guidance to help creators choose the best hoodie materials for both comfort and print
performance. With shoppers increasingly prioritizing quality and feel, understanding hoodie fabrics is
now essential for apparel brands looking to stand out in a competitive market.

From poly-cotton blends and tri-blends to 100% cotton and specialty materials like wool and recycled
polyester, Printful’s latest report outlines how fiber composition, fabric weight, and knit density influence
warmth, breathability, durability, and print vibrancy.

“Fabric choice affects comfort, durability, and print vibrancy more than most creators realize,” said
Davis Sārmiņš, Director of Growth Marketing at Printful. “Understanding the differences empowers
sellers to make smarter choices that elevate their product quality and customer experience.”

Why Hoodie Material Matters More Than Ever

With hoodies now worn year-round and embraced for everything from fitness and outdoor activities to
streetwear and loungewear, selecting the right fabric has become a strategic decision. Material
determines not only how a hoodie feels, but also how long it lasts and how well it holds printed or
embroidered designs.

https://www.issuewire.com/
https://www.printful.com/blog/best-hoodie-materials
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Printful’s diverse hoodie catalog includes lightweight, midweight, and heavyweight options ranging from
5.9 oz/yd² to 11.8 oz/yd², covering summer layers, everyday staples, and winter essentials.

Top Hoodie Materials for Print and ComfortCotton–Polyester Blends (50/50, 65/35, 80/20)

These blends remain the most popular hoodie fabrics due to their optimal balance of breathability,
softness, and durability. Cotton offers comfort and moisture absorption, while polyester boosts longevity
and resists shrinking and fading.
Printful favorites include the Gildan 18500, the Cotton Heritage M2580, and the Unisex Midweight
Hoodie.

“Cotton–poly blends offer the best long-term performance for most sellers, especially when combining
comfort with vivid print results,” Sārmiņš added.

Tri-Blends (50/25/25 or 70/27/3)

Tri-blend hoodies offer elevated softness, stretch, and lightweight comfort. Rayon contributes a silky
feel, while elastane adds flexibility and durability. These blends are ideal for fitness customers, layering
pieces, or brands offering premium-feel merchandise. Printful’s All-Over Print Unisex Hoodie is a
standout for sublimation printing.

100% Cotton Hoodies

Cotton is hypoallergenic, breathable, and exceptionally soft—ideal for sensitive skin and warm climates.
Printful notes that 100% cotton hoodies deliver the most vibrant DTG (direct-to-garment) prints.
However, they may fade faster than synthetic-heavy blends and absorb moisture more readily.

Specialty Fabrics: Recycled Polyester, Wool, Corduroy & Jersey Knit

Printful’s 100% recycled polyester hoodie offers high-performance moisture-wicking and UV protection.

Wool provides warmth and insulation but is more costly and not compatible with DTG. Corduroy offers a
unique aesthetic and pairs well with embroidery. Jersey knit provides stretch, softness, and a smooth
surface for printing.

Comfort vs. Print Quality: What Sellers Should Know

More cotton = softer feel and breathability

More polyester = better durability and fade resistance

Fleece = superior warmth and plush comfort

Heavier weight = greater longevity and structure

High-cotton hoodies excel with DTG printing
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High-poly hoodies are best for sublimation

Thick, firm fabrics are ideal for embroidery

Real U.S. Case Studies Highlight Material Impact

San Diego – Fitness Apparel Startup
Lena adopted lightweight tri-blend hoodies to serve gym-goers and warm-weather shoppers, resulting in
a 27% increase in repeat purchases due to improved comfort and breathability.

Denver – Outdoor Lifestyle Brand
Marcus switched to heavyweight cotton–poly fleece options and saw a 35% decrease in returns,
citing greater warmth and durability during winter retail peaks.

Chicago – Streetwear Label
Jade chose 65/35 cotton–poly hoodies for vivid DTG prints and achieved a 22% boost in 5-star
customer reviews, thanks to enhanced print quality and softness.

“Real-world results show that fabric selection directly affects customer satisfaction and long-term brand
loyalty,” said Sārmiņš.

Industry Trends and Performance Insights

Printful reports that midweight hoodies (250–300 g/m²) are the most purchased category among U.S.
creators, offering versatility across seasons. Tri-blend and all-over print hoodies continue to gain
popularity among athletic and lifestyle brands, while 100% cotton remains the preferred choice for
businesses prioritizing bright DTG print results.

How Printful Helps Merchants Choose the Right Hoodie

Printful’s product catalog provides detailed fabric breakdowns, print compatibility guidance, and
recommendations for production methods, helping creators make informed decisions. Merchants can
also order product samples to review fit, feel, and print accuracy before launching a new collection.

“Printful’s catalog gives creators access to industry-tested materials, making it easier to build apparel
lines that customers love,” Sārmiņš said.

Printful encourages creators to explore its full hoodie collection, compare fabric blends, and order
samples to test print quality firsthand. Whether crafting a streetwear release, athleisure line, or cozy
winter collection, understanding materials is the first step to creating products that customers will re-
purchase again and again.

About Printful

Printful is a leading global print-on-demand company empowering entrepreneurs and brands to create,
sell, and ship custom apparel and accessories worldwide. With premium materials, advanced printing
technology, and no-inventory production, Printful makes it easy for creators to launch and grow high-
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quality apparel businesses.
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