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New Book Shines Light on Marginalized Innovators and
Hidden Architects of Human Progress

“Shadows of Brilliance: Marginalized Visionaries Whose Stars Did Not Shine” by Michael
Bender offers a sweeping, vital restoration of the people history tried to forget.

Albany, New York Nov 19, 2025 (Issuewire.com) - New Book Shines Light on Marginalized
Innovators and Hidden Architects of Human Progress

“‘Shadows of Brilliance: Marginalized Visionaries Whose Stars Did Not Shine” by Michael Bender
offers a sweeping, vital restoration of the people history tried to forget.

In a revelatory new work, author and international business leader Michael Bender unearths the
powerful, untold stories of the women, inventors of color, Indigenous knowledge-keepers, and
overlooked visionaries who built the modern world—only to see their contributions stolen, erased, or
minimized by the official record.

“Shadows of Brilliance” dismantles the myth of the solitary genius, reclaiming the collective roots of
discovery and innovation. Carefully researched and boldly written, the book exposes how barriers of
law, race, gender, and colonialism systematically denied credit and opportunity to generations of
creators—while highlighting the urgent lessons these stories hold for science, technology, and society
today.

“For generations, the official story of science has erased the work of those who shaped our
world,” Bender writes. “Their discoveries were buried beneath a myth of who ‘belongs’ in science. This
book is an invitation to remember what was lost—and to recognize what was always there.”

Highlights include:

e The women whose names disappeared from patents and scientific journals

Black inventors whose blueprints built industries, only for credit to be stolen

Indigenous experts whose innovations powered exploration and science in secret
Immigrant scientists and engineers whose breakthroughs were cast into obscurity
Modern-day visionaries are challenging today’s inequities in health, tech, and education

Michael Bender says his new book is ‘transformative...an urgent call to rethink how we tell the story of
human progress.” Meticulously sourced with extensive appendices for educators, students, and
community leaders, the book doubles as a toolkit for those seeking equity in science, education, and
creative innovation.

About the Author:

Michael Bender served as a U.S. Foreign Service Officer, scientific company president, and senior
international advisor. Through practical experience and research, he’s advised entrepreneurs and
innovators worldwide, championing broader access to opportunity and recognition.

Availability:

"Shadows of Brilliance" is available in print and digital formats through major retailers and direct from
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0G2XQ64MG For review copies, interviews, and speaking
engagements, contact Michael Bender at mkbauthor@outlook.com.
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History isn’t just what's remembered—it's what we choose to recover.
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