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Dashboard Microwave Oven Patented for On-the-Go Dining
A close-up illustration showcasing the patented dashboard microwave, highlighting the
hinged door in the open position, revealing the internal compartment designed to hold a fast-
food container.

Arlington, Massachusetts Nov 3, 2025 (Issuewire.com)  -  For motorists craving a hot meal on the
road, a recently patented invention may revolutionize travel dining: a microwave oven designed to fit
snugly into the glove compartment. Daniel Perlman and Jane Katims of Arlington, Massachusetts, have
secured a patent 6,060,700 for their innovative design, aiming to transform the often-underutilized
space into a convenient food-warming hub.

The microwave is designed to be roughly the size of a standard glove compartment, capable of holding
a coffee cup or a fast-food container. A hinged door, similar to traditional glove compartment doors,
would open downward to provide a stable shelf for holding and serving food. A sliding cup holder within
the microwave cavity would prevent spills during transit and operation.

"Many items which were formerly stored in the dashboard area, in particular, the dashboard glove
compartment, are now stored in new more accessible door pockets, seat pockets and a centrally
located storage console located between the two front seats," the inventors stated in their patent
application, justifying the glove compartment's repurposing. The microwave would draw power from the
vehicle's battery or alternator, with the high-voltage transformer and power inverter potentially located
behind the engine firewall.

Safety is a key consideration in the design. Proposed safety features include preventing the oven from
operating while the car is in motion, allowing operation but locking the door until the car is stopped, and
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disabling the oven during acceleration, braking, or sharp turns. The patent application also mentions an
alarm that would sound upon opening the oven door, warning the driver to avoid sudden acceleration to
prevent spills. Recessed areas inside the microwave and on the door are designed to collect any spilled
liquids or food. Controls, including a timer, power setting, and on/off switch, would be conveniently
placed on the dashboard.

A photo of Daniel Perlman and Jane Katims, the inventors of the dashboard microwave, standing
proudly next to a display board showcasing their
invention. https://api.websim.com/blobs/019a4a37-6559-725f-99da-39ae53215491.html
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