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Cold Weather Triggers Spike in Dead Car Batteries Across
New Orleans as Winter Approaches

Local roadside expert warns drivers about a seasonal surge that leaves thousands stranded
each year

New Orleans, Louisiana Nov 20, 2025 (Issuewire.com) - As temperatures begin their annual drop,
auto-service trackers are reporting the first signs of a familiar winter trend: a sharp increase in dead-
battery breakdowns across the Greater New Orleans area. While the region isn’t known for harsh
northern winters, even mild cold fronts can push older or weakened car batteries past their limits —
leaving drivers stranded in parking lots, on highway shoulders, and at morning commute choke points.

Traffic analysts note that the first major cold snap of the season typically results in a surge of jump-start
calls throughout Orleans, Jefferson, and St. Tammany Parishes. Many vehicles that performed normally
in warmer weather suddenly fail when temperatures dip into the 40s, exposing battery issues that had
gone unnoticed.

Walter Raymond, President and CEO of Baby Kaitlyn Towing Service, says the pattern is consistent
every winter — and avoidable.

“When the weather cools down, a battery that’s already weak will usually show its true colors,”
Raymond said. “People expect engine trouble in cold climates, but they don’t realize that even a light
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Louisiana winter is enough to finish off an aging battery.”
According to Raymond, several seasonal factors lead to winter battery failures:

e Colder temperatures slow chemical reactions inside the battery, reducing its ability to
deliver power

¢ Morning starts require more energy, especially after a chilly night
e Older batteries (3+ years) lose capacity faster when the temperature drops
e Short trips in winter, with headlights, heaters, and defrosters running, drain more power than

the alternator can replace

Local roadside professionals emphasize that a dying battery rarely gives obvious warning signs. Many
drivers only discover the problem when the engine refuses to turn over on a cold morning — often when
they are already running late.
Raymond recommends a simple winter-readiness checklist for motorists:

¢ Have the battery tested before the first major cold front

* Inspect for corrosion on terminals and cables

e Check voltage and age — most batteries need replacement every 3-5 years

¢ Avoid leaving vehicles idle for long periods, especially in colder months

e Consider a trickle charger for vehicles that aren’t driven often
Raymond notes that preparation is far easier — and far safer — than dealing with an unexpected

breakdown.

“A five-minute battery check can keep someone from being stranded on the side of the interstate at 6
a.m.,” he added. “Winter breakdowns hit fast, and they hit early.”

Road safety authorities expect roadside-assistance demand to rise steadily from November through
Mardi Gras, with dead batteries making up a significant share of cold-weather calls.
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For interviews, expert commentary, or local roadside-trend analysis, contact:
Baby Kaitlyn Towing Service

New Orleans, LA

(504) 669-5938
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Rhino Digital, LLC
*********@rhinopm_com

504-875-5036
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