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SALMON: Michael Madsen’s Final Chapter Brings lowa Hero’s
Story of Survival, Healing, and Hope to the Big Screen

From National TV to the Big Screen — A Midwest Story That Became a Moment of Hope
Los Angeles, California Aug 17, 2025 (Issuewire.com) - lowa Hero’s Story Inspired Millions —

Now SALMON, A Film Supported by Michael Madsen in the Final Chapter of His Creative
Legacy, Moves Forward

From National TV to the Big Screen — A Midwest Story That Became a Moment of Hope

The true-life story of lowa teen Joseph Salmon gripped the nation when headlines, Good Morning
America, and Tucker Carlson Tonight broadcast his bravery — jumping into an icy lake to save an
elderly man and his dog. Now, the feature film Salmon, supported by Michael Madsen in the final
chapter of his creative legacy, is being carried forward by director Zach Koepp as a tribute to both
Joseph’s courage and Madsen’s belief in its power.

Madsen’s admiration for Koepp was captured on video and rings even truer today:

“There’s a certain relationship that motion pictures will only ever have with a few artists. It’s very rare.
I’'ve only seen it with a couple directors, and they’re a couple of the best to ever do it. Zach Koepp has
that ‘thing’ — and it’s obvious. He’s a creative genius and it’s obvious he’s going to reach people
through motion pictures. It’s already in the stars.”

A Story That Echoed Across America
* Joseph’s act went viral — featured on national platforms including Good Morning America and

Tucker Carlson Tonight.

¢ His story quickly became emblematic of Midwestern grit and compassion, earning widespread
news coverage and social media resonance.

¢ Audiences connected deeply — not just because of the dramatic rescue, but because it
embodied everyday heroism at its most human.

Film as a Continuation of a Real Legacy

Salmon follows Joseph’s journey beyond the headlines — through a life-altering injury caused by a
hunting accident, and toward emotional recovery via the quiet tradition of fishing. Madsen had signed on
to portray an aging mechanic who becomes a pivotal mentor to Joseph’s healing. While Madsen is no
longer with us, his creative energy and belief in this tale remain central to its continuation.

“Michael didn’t take projects lightly,” says Koepp. “He had nothing to prove — he simply believed this
story could move people. That belief is our compass now.”

The story was recently chronicled in the Amazon #1 New Release Hooked on Hope, co-authored by
Joseph and Koepp. Through personal reflection and fishing metaphors, the book navigates Joseph’s
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recovery journey—his brain injury, his evolving communication, and his path toward healing—and has
resonated deeply with readers focused on resilience and recovery.

The film will serve as a visual companion piece — expanding the message to new audiences.
Why This Story Matters
e |t already resonated nationwide. Joseph’s story reached millions through national news

outlets and television — and this film builds on that authentic connection.

e It carries a real legacy. As one of the final projects Madsen championed before his passing,
Salmon reflects his belief in stories that matter.

¢ |t speaks to something deeper. At a time when spectacle dominates the screen, this is a
story grounded in truth — about survival, dignity, and the quiet strength it takes to begin again.

Production is now entering its next phase, honoring Madsen’s intention and aiming to begin location-
based shooting in lowa in 2026.

“This story isn’t about a headline — it's about how people respond when lives hang in the balance,”
says Koepp. “Michael saw that. Joseph became more than a local hero — he became ours. And we
intend to tell that truth.”
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