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Paris Was the Lover. Desire Was the Rebellion. This Is the
Memoir That Captures Both

Renate Stendhal (Author)
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San Francisco, California Jul 23, 2025 (Issuewire.com) - Paris is a city that has been written to
death—until someone like Renate Stendhal comes along and brings it back to life, unapologetically
queer, feminine, sensual, and alive. In her memoir Kiss Me Again, Paris, Stendhal doesn’t just chronicle
a lesbian awakening in 1970s Paris—she gives you a passport into a hidden city of seduction, art, and
rebellion, told through the eyes of a woman determined to rewrite not just her story, but herself.
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This is not a memoir for the tourist or the timid. It’s for anyone who has ever wanted to step outside the
suffocating rules of where they came from and walk straight into the life they weren’t supposed to have.
Raised in the buttoned-up aftermath of postwar Germany, Stendhal flees her past like a woman
escaping a burning building—with two suitcases, one full of clothes, the other full of books and secret
longings. What she finds in Paris isn’t just a city. It’s a mirror. It’s on stage. It’s a lover. And eventually,
it’'s home.

Kiss Me Again, Paris is an ode to reinvention. With prose as cinematic as it is intimate, Stendhal paints
her coming-of-age as both erotic pilgrimage and cultural education. We see her slipping into opera
houses with expired press passes, sharing wine and secrets with actresses and musicians, making love
in velvet-curtained loges, and walking the city at night with the defiant stride of someone who no longer
waits for permission. What’s extraordinary is not just what she does—but how she sees. Whether she’s
watching a woman’s neck arch in the reflected light of a stage or decoding the political innuendos of a
café flirtation, her observations burn with intelligence and longing.

Available now on Amazon in Kindle & Paperback

But what makes this memoir truly unforgettable isn’t just its sensual atmosphere or its fearless
depictions of lesbian love. It’s the undercurrent of psychological truth running beneath every sentence.
Stendhal is not simply writing about women she desired—she’s confronting the architecture of shame
she inherited. From a childhood where sexuality was taboo and silence was sacred; she carries the
weight of repression into every stolen moment of pleasure. Her liberation isn’t handed to her. It's earned,
painfully and beautifully, through risk, resistance, and refusal.

Readers will recognize themselves in her questions. What does it mean to live freely when your
upbringing taught you obedience? How do you build a life when your very identity was something your
family refused to name? How much of yourself must you lose to truly become yourself? These are the
unspoken, universal questions that echo across queer stories—and Stendhal answers them with
vulnerability and poetic grace.

There is also Paris itself, not as a glossy backdrop, but as a living, breathing co-conspirator. Through
Stendhal’s eyes, it is a city of second chances and stolen glances, where a woman can disappear into
the night and emerge reborn. The boulevards hum with possibility. The opera boxes become
confessionals. Even a glance across a crowded room carries the weight of history and risk. If you've
ever dreamed of Paris, this book will ruin you—in the best way—because it will show you what the city
once was when women like Stendhal were rewriting what it meant to exist there.

Available now in Kindle & Paperback editions on Amazon

For those who crave substance in their stories of self-discovery, Kiss Me Again, Paris delivers. It’s not a
fairytale—it’'s a fight. And yet, it reads with the elegance of literature and the intimacy of a diary. There
are no false epiphanies here, no neatly tied endings. What you get instead is something much rarer: a
memoir that respects complexity, that tells the truth in fragments and flirtations, that makes space for
ambiguity and art. It's a book that lingers, like the echo of a lover’s last laugh down a Parisian street.

Stendhal’s voice is clear and self-aware, alternately tender, biting, philosophical, and erotic. Fans of
Jeanette Winterson, Audre Lorde, and Carmen Maria Machado will find a kindred spirit here. But this
book stands entirely on its own. It’s not trying to emulate anyone—it is too busy being wholly itself.

To read Kiss Me Again, Paris is to remember that books like this are necessary. In an age of sanitized,
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formulaic memoirs, Stendhal offers a fierce alternative: a life lived in pursuit of art, women, and meaning.
It's a memoir that doesn’t beg to be liked—it demands to be felt.

Available now in Kindle & Paperback editions on Amazon

This book is for the queer reader who wants more than a coming-out story. It’s for the feminist who has
been asked one too many times to shrink. It’s for the romantic who still believes in love affairs that
change you forever. And it’s for the artist in everyone who has ever longed to disappear into a city and
emerge, finally, as someone entirely new.

Kiss Me Again, Paris is not just something you read. It's something you taste, hear, ache for. It will break
your heart with beauty and then remind you that heartbreak is sometimes the first sign of freedom. Don’t

just pick it up—follow it. Let it take you by the collar and pull you into its velvet-lined, cigarette-scented,
red-lit world. You won’t come back the same.

Media Contact
Kristy Ward

e @kindleauthorpromotion.com

Source : Kiss Me Again, Paris: A Memoir

See on IssueWire


https://www.amazon.com/Kiss-Me-Again-Paris-Memoir-ebook/dp/B075PRKH92/ref=sr_1_2?crid=YO1W3D3Z08KO&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Vxe0knVb9wbEvCu6FixfSv1hVKC-P7fsJos_BB-3qaliEyJsTbgkeMGuIKy--lzYzevlus_GNFDghEsqQvWb2vmtUK_qvBUtcKtoQ76H-RtD6lswVFWH36JqTGiBVlQA8qmlDfDhHt77bzHUNCR0fjG4iRrPUf5eT7SERL_C9b_v1Ac3F1ZWjnuGN_9UxrUf1Xi3pmU3-IBy557Cd8Vf1uTUTXXcqSezY_kxO1N5Ibc.2Lt5_otMer2SqbUArqbpn31W6n-kSVA1lvljA7QhU-o&dib_tag=se&keywords=renate+stendhal&qid=1749129385&sprefix=Renate+Sten%2Caps%2C306&sr=8-2
https://www.issuewire.com/paris-was-the-lover-desire-was-the-rebellion-this-is-the-memoir-that-captures-both-1838444174295976
http://www.tcpdf.org

