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How to Control Spotted Lanternflies: Safe and Proven
Treatments

Effective Methods to Safely Manage Spotted Lanternfly Infestations

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania Jun 16, 2025 (Issuewire.com) - The spotted lanternfly has become a
serious problem for homeowners, farmers, and landscapers in many parts of the country, especially in
states like New Jersey. Known for its rapid spread and destructive feeding habits, this invasive insect
poses a threat to trees, plants, and crops. Fortunately, with the right approach, effective spotted
lanternfly treatment is possible. This article explains how to identify these pests and control them



https://www.issuewire.com/
https://sunlightwaterandus.com/lawncare-property-services-pa-nj/spotted-lanternfly-treatments/
https://sunlightwaterandus.com/lawncare-property-services-pa-nj/spotted-lanternfly-treatments/

Issuewire

[N | SS U EWi re www.lssuewire.com

using safe, proven methods.
What Is the Spotted Lanternfly?

The spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) is a planthopper native to Asia. It was first discovered in the
United States in Pennsylvania in 2014 and has since spread to multiple states, including New Jersey.
While they may appear harmless at first glance with their colorful wings, these insects cause extensive
damage by feeding on the sap of plants and trees. Over time, this weakens the host plants and can lead
to long-term decline or even death.

In addition to direct plant damage, spotted lanternflies secrete a sticky substance called honeydew,
which promotes the growth of sooty mold. This mold can cover leaves, blocks photosynthesis, and
creates an unsightly mess on outdoor surfaces.

Why Spotted Lanternfly Treatment Is Essential

Without timely spotted lanternfly treatment, these pests can multiply rapidly. Each female lays 30-50
eggs in one mass and can produce several egg masses per season. If left untreated, infestations can
spread to neighboring properties, agricultural areas, and natural habitats, leading to economic and

environmental damage.

For homeowners, the presence of spotted lanternflies can also reduce the enjoyment of outdoor spaces,
as these insects often gather in large numbers on decks, patios, and outdoor furniture.

Safe and Proven Spotted Lanternfly Treatments

Fortunately, there are several safe and effective ways to manage spotted lanternflies. Here are proven
methods recommended for homeowners looking for reliable spotted lanternfly treatment:

1. Manual Removal

One of the simplest ways to control small infestations is manual removal. Adults and nymphs can be
gently knocked into containers filled with soapy water, which kills them. Sticky bands can also be
wrapped around tree trunks to trap nymphs as they climb.

2. Egg Mass Scraping

During fall and winter, females lay egg masses on tree trunks, outdoor furniture, rocks, and even
vehicles. These masses can be scraped off with a plastic card or putty knife and placed in a sealed bag
filled with rubbing alcohol or hand sanitizer to kill the eggs. This method significantly reduces the
population for the following season.

3. Natural Predators

Encouraging natural predators like birds, spiders, and certain insects can help keep spotted lanternfly
populations in check. In some areas, researchers are studying parasitic wasps that specifically target

lanternfly eggs as a future biological control option.

4. Organic and Low-Impact Treatments
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For homeowners concerned about the environment, several organic spotted lanternfly treatment
options are available. Insecticidal soaps and neem oil sprays can be effective against nymph stages.
These products are safer for beneficial insects, pets, and people when used according to the label
directions.

5. Professional Treatment Services

When infestations are larger or persistent, professional lawn care and pest control services can offer
more targeted solutions. Licensed professionals have access to advanced tools and treatments that
effectively reduce lanternfly populations while minimizing harm to the environment. Tree injections, for
example, deliver treatment directly to the affected tree, limiting exposure to non-target organisms.

At Sunlight Water & Us, we provide safe and effective spotted lanternfly treatment solutions that
help protect your property without compromising safety or the environment.

Preventing Future Infestations

Preventing the spread of spotted lanternflies is just as important as treating them. Homeowners should
regularly inspect vehicles, outdoor equipment, and firewood before moving them from one area to
another. Removing the invasive tree-of-heaven (Ailanthus altissima), a preferred host for lanternflies,
can also reduce breeding grounds.

By combining removal, prevention, and safe treatments, homeowners can successfully manage these
invasive pests and protect their landscapes for years to come.

Final Thoughts

The spotted lanternfly is a growing problem, but it doesn’t have to take over your property. Through
careful monitoring and the use of safe, proven spotted lanternfly treatment methods, you can reduce
their impact and enjoy a healthy, thriving yard.

At Sunlight Water & Us, we specialize in environmentally responsible treatments that keep your lawn
and trees safe from invasive pests like the spotted lanternfly. Contact us today to learn more about our
proven solutions and how we can help you protect your outdoor spaces.
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