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Abbey Road Chronicles: William Zabaleta’s Three Years with
Beatles Recording Engineer Geoff Emerick
A powerful behind-the-scenes memoir from William Zabaleta, who spent 3 years with Beatles

recording engineer Geoff Emerick — now available in pre-sale for fans, engineers, and
producers.

Tucson, Arizona Jun 19, 2025 (Issuewire.com) - Abbey Road Chronicles: William Zabaleta’s Three
Years with Beatles Recording Engineer Geoff Emerick

For Beatles fans, audio engineers, and music producers alike, hearing the stories behind legendary
albums is like hearing your favorite songs for the first time. I'm William Zabaleta, and | spent the last
three years traveling the world as the manager and confidant to Geoff Emerick — the brilliant Beatles
recording engineer behind iconic albums like Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band and Abbey Road.
In that time, | watched Geoff blend passion with precision in the studio, working alongside Sir George
Martin and pushing the boundaries of audio engineering. I’'ve poured those experiences into my new
book, now on pre-sale for $9.99 (available here: a.co/d/8w5AkbG), and | can’t wait to share this journey
with fellow music lovers.

| first met Geoff when he was already a prodigy — he had joined EMI’'s Abbey Road Studios at just 15
years old. That studio itself has deep roots: Number 3 Abbey Road was converted into EMI’s flagship
studio in 1931. For us, it was hallowed ground. We used to joke that Abbey Road was where EMI
engineer Alan Blumlein patented stereo in 1931, and later where Ken Townsend invented ADT
(automatic double-tracking) in the 1960s to give Beatles records a new sheen. Walking those halls with
Geoff, | felt like | was walking through the recording of history itself.

Walking across the famous Abbey Road zebra crossing is a chill-inducing moment. This simple
crosswalk - shown on the Beatles’ Abbey Road aloum cover - is just a few yards from the studio where
Geoff recorded so many classics. Each time we passed it, Geoff would grin at the sense of stepping into
music history. That mix of the ordinary and the legendary is exactly the kind of story you'll find in the
book - a personal, behind-the-scenes look that Beatles fans and producers will both enjoy.

Abbey Road Studios itself (pictured above) is more modest than the legend that surrounds it. Inside this
converted townhouse - built in 1831 and made into EMI’s purpose-built recording studio in 1931 - some
of the world’s greatest recordings have been made. It became the venue for celebrated artists from Ella
Fitzgerald and Pink Floyd to Adele, and of course, The Beatles made it famous. | still remember Geoff
pausing at the green door, telling me how it felt when the Beatles first walked in. Within those walls —
where EMI built the first purpose-built recording space — Geoff and | talked late into the night about
sound reflection, echo chambers, and how Abbey Road’s unique acoustics shaped albums like Sgt.
Pepper and Abbey Road.

To us, the mixing console was the instrument we played every day, and Geoff would say each fader and
knob could be tuned like a microphone placement - a delicate art. Abbey Road was famously the only
Beatles album recorded entirely on EMI’s new solid-state TG12345 console. Geoff delighted in
explaining how the TG’s built-in compressors and limiters gave the album its warm, “softer” sound. In
fact, music historian Kenneth Womack notes that the TG desk “enabled George Martin and Geoff
Emerick to imbue the Beatles’ sound with greater definition and clarity,” giving the music “brighter
tonalities and a deeper low end”. | saw Geoff dialing in those tonalities on every track - each tweak
informed by his creativity and deep understanding of audio engineering.
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Working with Geoff, | learned that he didn’t just operate consoles — he helped reinvent recording itself.
His contributions were huge enough to earn Grammy Awards for Sgt. Pepper, Abbey Road, and even
Paul McCartney and Wings’ Band on the Run. The Abbey Road Studios news page even called him a
“legendary EMI/Abbey Road recording engineer”. Beatles producer George Martin’s son Giles
tweeted that Geoff was “one of the finest and most innovative engineers to have graced a
recording studio”. | saw that genius up close every day, and I’m proud to have been part of his story.

All of these memories - the late-night sessions, the creative breakthroughs, the laughs and frustrations
in the studio - fill every page of my book. | wanted it to be not just a Beatles story, but a music
production story: audio engineering insights mingled with personal storytelling. For readers who live for
Beatles lore or for gear geeks who study the mixing console, there’s something here for you. You'll relive
those Abbey Road moments, learn why Sgt. Pepper was so innovative, and even heard what
conversations sounded like when Geoff whispered, “Bring up the tape echo on Paul’s vocals.”

If you’ve ever dreamed of hearing Here Comes the Sun shimmering through a Leslie speaker or tasted
the thrill of the first mix on the TG console, this is your chance. Pre-order the book now for just $9.99
and get an all-access pass to Abbey Road’s recording history. On Amazon (a.co/d/8w5AkbG), you'll
find:

Exclusive behind-the-scenes Beatles stories (Abbey Road sessions, Sgt. Pepper innovations,
and more)

Pro audio engineering insights from a Grammy-winning engineer

Personal anecdotes about working with Geoff Emerick and George Martin

A heartfelt narrative of recording history and music production by William Zabaleta

Don’t miss out on this journey. Pre-order today at a.co/d/8w5AkbG and be among the first to dive into
the ultimate Beatles studio memoir. Share the excitement with fellow fans and producers - let’s spread
the word and keep this rich musical legacy alive. Together, we can make sure the sound of Abbey Road
echoes on.

Sources: Abbey Road Studios (AbbeyRoad.com); Abbey Road (Wikipedia). (Images from Wikimedia
Commons.)
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