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Bloody & Bruised: The Untold Story Of The Back Room

Award-Winning Documentary Unleashes the Unfiltered Legacy of Austin’s Most Infamous
Heavy Metal Club

New York City, New York May 5, 2025 (Issuewire.com) - Award-Winning Documentary
Unleashes the Unfiltered Legacy of Austin’s Most Infamous Heavy Metal Club

The explosive rise and chaotic fall of one of America’s most notorious music venues takes center stage
in Bloody & Bruised: The Untold Story of The Back Room—a feature-length documentary that’s turning
heads on the 2025 festival circuit. Directed by Emmy-winner J. Budro Partida, the film captures 33 years
of raw history inside the infamous Austin, Texas venue that became a sanctuary for outlaws, rock
legends, and the misfit faithful.

Watch the trailer here

The untold story of the most infamous heavy metal club to live and die in Austin, Texas, as told by the
people who survived it.

This isn’t nostalgia. It's an unflinching, blood-and-beer-soaked dive into a venue that birthed careers,
broke bones, and left permanent scars on a generation of artists and fans. Meticulously crafted over 4.5


https://www.issuewire.com/
https://youtu.be/4OM7WlRJAg0?si=XJfgnm8IsjJCIH54
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years, the film draws on nearly 70 interviews with musicians, staff, journalists, and diehard
regulars—combined with thousands of archival materials and stylized reenactments—to reconstruct a
legacy as vital as it was volatile.

A Documentary That Doesn’t Look Away
Bloody & Bruised peels back the mythology to confront the brutal, beautiful reality of The Back Room.
From the early “70s outlaw country days to the metal reign of the ‘80s, through the grunge surge and
early 2000s punk and metal revivals, the club’s transformation mirrors decades of cultural rebellion.
Stories include:

e Pearl Jam’s early set for 35 people.

e Pantera’s “secret show” that nearly collapsed the venue.

¢ Ariot incited by 2 Live Crew in 1996.

e The Dangerous Toys’ record deal, inked during SXSW ‘88.

e The rise and tragic fall of Pariah, which birthed the SIMS foundation
No myth is safe. No memory is censored.
Directed by a Veteran, Told by Survivors
J. Budro Partida—fresh off winning Best Male Filmmaker of the Year at the 2025 Austin Revolution Film
Festival—calls this the most demanding work of his 30-year career. Backed by producers John R. Jew
Jr., Adam Salinas, Tamara Salem Moore, and executive producer Ray Seggern and co-executive
producer, David Moskowitz, the film carries decades of lived experience, from the pit to the mixing
board.
Moore, a former general manager and talent buyer for The Back Room, offers first-hand accounts that
pierce through nostalgia and expose the grit beneath the glory. Seggern, a former radio personality and
Back Room alumnus, contributes both historical insight and personal testimony.
KEY CREATORS
J. Budro Partida - Director, Writer, Producer

Emmy-winning filmmaker, 14-time Telly Award winner, and founder of PennyRock Productions. Named
Best Male Filmmaker of the Year at the 2025 Austin Revolution Film Festival.

Tamara Salem Moore - Co-Producer, Writer

Former GM and talent buyer for The Back Room. Published author and nationally recognized music and
film festival producer.

John R. Jew Jr - Producer
Longtime band manager and music video producer. PR lead for PennyRock.
Adam Salinas - Associate Producer

Austin-born filmmaker with deep roots in the local scene. Dual degrees in Film and Sociology.
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Ray Seggern - Executive Producer

Veteran radio host and Back Room insider. Formerly of 101X, KNNC, and KLBJ-AM. Producer of
acclaimed indie films including Fathers of Football, and the feature film Leads, which is showcasing at
Tribeca this year.

David Moskowitz - Co-Executive Producer

Managing director of performa-alpha.com which makes financial investments in companies that support
live performances in Austin and Nashville, and co-founder of FanFuser LLC.

PRESS QUOTES
“A meticulously researched and lovingly crafted saga... Chaos reigns.”
— Tim League, Founder, Alamo Drafthouse
“A gift to Austin and Austin culture.”
— Dan Hardick, Austin Chronicle
“Raw, intimate, and brutally honest.”
— LA Lloyd, LA Lloyd Rock 30
“Balanced, human, and chaotic in all the right ways.”
— Metal Dave Glessner, Music Journalist
AWARDS & RECOGNITION
Recent Highlights:
e Best Documentary — Austin Revolution Film Festival
e Best Editing (Feature) - Prison City Film Festival
e Audience Choice Award - San Antonio Film Festival
e Male Filmmaker of the Year - Budro Partida
e Dramatic Impact - Impact Doc Awards
e Official Selections at 30+ festivals including Sound Unseen, GTX, CineSol, VIVA Texas
Now Screening Across the U.S.
With its ongoing film festival tour in full swing and momentum building nationwide, Bloody & Bruised:
The Untold Story of The Back Room is shaping up to be one of the year’s most buzzed-about music
documentaries. Scheduled to remain on the circuit through August 2025, the film continues to electrify
audiences coast to coast. From headbangers to cinephiles, the story strikes a nerve—and delivers a

heavy hit of truth.

MEDIA LINKS
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Official Website: www.bloodyandbruised.com
IMDB Page: IMDB
Facebook: BloodyBruisedBackRoom

Production Company: www.pennyrockproductions.com

THE MYTH. THE STIGMA. AND THE TRUTH ABOUT THE MAYHEM
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THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE BACK ROOM
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