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Vienna, Virginia Apr 10, 2025 (Issuewire.com)  -  Robert Pfleghardt, an accomplished entrepreneur
and founder of Sage Consulting Group, is no stranger to hard work, leadership, and perseverance in the
world of business. But in an unexpected twist, Robert found himself stepping into the spotlight as a
featured extra in the Netflix film Rustin, which has already garnered attention for its star-studded cast,
including comedian Chris Rock.

The transition from a successful consultant to a screen presence in a high-profile film might seem
improbable, but Robert’s story is a testament to the power of seizing opportunities and embracing the
unexpected. What started as a simple response to an open casting call soon turned into a
groundbreaking moment in his career when Robert was selected for a key role in Rustin. What’s even
more remarkable is that this experience led to him being offered a Screen Actors Guild (SAG) contract,
along with residuals from the film, an achievement that many aspiring actors can only dream of.

A Leap into Hollywood

Robert’s career in financial consulting and government solutions has spanned over a decade, during
which he founded Sage Consulting Group, a firm dedicated to providing expert-driven solutions to
federal agencies. His work in the public sector, particularly with the Department of Defense and other
defense-related agencies, has helped modernize financial operations and bring innovative solutions to
the table. However, Robert’s interests and talents go beyond the boardroom and conference calls.

One day, in a moment of spontaneity, Robert decided to respond to an open casting call for extras in a
new Netflix film titled Rustin. The movie, set to portray the life of Bayard Rustin, an important but often
overlooked figure in the civil rights movement, was looking for individuals to fill background roles.
Having never pursued acting, Robert simply saw this as a fun opportunity to explore a different side of
the entertainment industry. He had no idea that his decision would lead to a life-changing experience.

When Robert arrived on set, he caught the eye of the casting directors who saw a striking resemblance
to one of the film's main characters. After a brief conversation and a screen test, Robert was offered a
featured extra role, something few individuals ever get to experience on a major Hollywood production.
But that wasn’t the only surprise. As filming continued, the team recognized Robert’s natural presence
and talent, eventually offering him a SAG contract—an honor that not only solidified his involvement in
the film but also granted him the opportunity to receive residuals from its success.

The Story of Rustin and Its Importance

Rustin is a historical drama that tells the story of Bayard Rustin, the openly gay civil rights activist who
played a key role in organizing the 1963 March on Washington, where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
delivered his iconic "I Have a Dream" speech. Despite his pivotal role in the movement, Rustin's
contributions were often overshadowed, in part due to his sexuality. The film highlights his struggles, his
impact on the movement, and the obstacles he overcame to help shape American history.

The film, directed by George C. Wolfe, features an impressive cast, including Colman Domingo as
Bayard Rustin, with Chris Rock, Glynn Turman, and many others rounding out the ensemble. The story
not only sheds light on the legacy of a civil rights hero but also offers a powerful commentary on race,
identity, and the fight for justice. Robert’s involvement in the film, although initially as an extra, allowed
him to become part of this important cultural project that tells a story that continues to resonate with
audiences today.

Robert’s Unique Contribution to the Set
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Although Robert was originally cast as a background character, he quickly became more than just a
face in the crowd. His passion for storytelling and his ability to engage with the cast and crew made him
a natural presence on set. Robert’s work ethic, honed through years of leadership and consulting,
translated seamlessly into his role on the set of Rustin.

“I’ve always believed in doing the best I can, no matter the role or situation,” said Robert Pfleghardt.
“Whether I’m working on a complex financial project or being part of something as monumental as 
Rustin, I always aim to give my best effort and contribute in any way I can. I’m honored to have been
part of a film that tells such an important story, and it was incredible to see the way the cast and crew
came together to make it happen.”

Robert’s interactions with the primary actors and crew members were a highlight of his experience. He
built strong relationships with other cast members, and his professionalism on set didn’t go unnoticed.
His dedication and the respect he earned from the filmmakers were crucial in him securing a featured
role and eventually earning a SAG contract.

A SAG Contract and Residuals: A Dream Come True

The offer of a SAG contract marked a milestone moment in Robert’s unexpected journey into
Hollywood. The SAG-AFTRA (Screen Actors Guild‐American Federation of Television and Radio
Artists) is a prestigious labor union that represents professional actors and performers in film, television,
and other media. For Robert, being extended an offer for membership in SAG was a recognition not only
of his appearance in Rustin but also of his natural acting ability and dedication to his craft.

In addition to the SAG contract, Robert was also granted residuals from the film, an important benefit
that allows actors to earn ongoing compensation as the film continues to generate revenue through
streaming, television, and other distribution platforms. The residuals serve as a reminder of the lasting
impact that Rustin will have on audiences and the entertainment industry as a whole, as well as Robert’s
contribution to bringing this vital story to life.

“I never imagined I would be part of something so incredible, and the experience of working on Rustin
has been life-changing,” Robert reflected. “To receive a SAG contract and residuals is something I
never thought possible, and I’m proud to be part of such a meaningful film. It’s a reminder that
sometimes, taking a leap of faith and embracing new opportunities can lead to amazing and unexpected
outcomes.”

The Future: Embracing New Opportunities

Robert’s experience with Rustin has sparked a new interest in pursuing acting opportunities, although
his primary focus remains on leading Sage Consulting Group. His success in securing a SAG contract
has opened doors to potential future roles in the entertainment industry, and Robert is exploring ways to
balance his career in consulting with his newfound passion for acting. His story serves as an inspiration
to others, demonstrating that it’s never too late to explore new avenues, and sometimes, the most
unexpected opportunities can lead to the greatest rewards.

“Life has a way of surprising you, and I’ve always believed that if you remain open to new experiences,
incredible things can happen,” said Robert. “While I’m passionate about my work at Sage Consulting
Group, I’m also excited to see where this new journey in acting might take me. I’m looking forward to
exploring more opportunities in the future, both in business and in entertainment.”
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Conclusion

Robert Pfleghardt’s journey from financial consultant to a featured extra in Netflix’s Rustin is a testament
to the power of embracing the unexpected. His story highlights the importance of being open to new
experiences, working hard to build relationships, and never underestimating the potential for growth and
success in every opportunity. With a SAG contract and residuals under his belt, Robert’s foray into
acting may just be the beginning of a new and exciting chapter in his already accomplished life.

To learn more visit: https://www.imdb.com/name/nm14776304/
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