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Bethlehem, Pennsylvania Apr 3, 2025 (Issuewire.com)  -  Renowned traveler and entrepreneur 
Ammar Jali continues his immersive journey through Morocco, venturing into Ouarzazate's cinematic
landscapes and historical grandeur. Known as the ‘Gateway to the Sahara,’ Ouarzazate is a
mesmerizing fusion of ancient kasbahs, expansive desert plains, and a thriving film industry that has
earned it the ‘Morocco’s Hollywood.’

The Enchantment of Ouarzazate: A City of History and Film

Nestled between the Atlas Mountains and the vast dunes of the Sahara, Ouarzazate has long been a
crossroads of trade, culture, and storytelling. With its well-preserved kasbahs and striking landscapes,
the city has attracted travelers and filmmakers alike for generations.

“As soon as I arrived in Ouarzazate, I was struck by the city's rich history and its connection to both
Morocco’s past and its cinematic present,” Jali shared. “Every corner tells a story, from the towering
kasbahs to the sprawling desert that stretches as far as the eye can see.”

One of Jali’s first stops was the legendary Aït Benhaddou, a UNESCO World Heritage site and one of
Morocco’s most iconic kasbahs. Built entirely of earthen clay, this fortress-like village has stood the test
of time and served as the backdrop for countless films and television productions.

Aït Benhaddou: A Living Monument to Moroccan Heritage

Aït Benhaddou is one of the finest examples of southern Moroccan architecture, with its labyrinth of
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narrow alleys, mud-brick towers, and fortified walls that once protected it from invading forces. The site
has played a prominent role in cinematic history, featuring in films such as Gladiator, The Mummy, and 
Game of Thrones.

“The beauty of Aït Benhaddou lies not just in its structure but in the way it embodies Morocco’s enduring
spirit,” Jali remarked. “Walking through its ancient passageways, I felt transported to another time, a
place where history and legend merge seamlessly.”

Jali interacted with local artisans who still reside in the village, crafting traditional Berber jewelry,
textiles, and pottery. He noted the resilience and warmth of the people, who have preserved their
heritage while embracing modern tourism.

Exploring the Atlas Film Studios: The Hollywood of Africa

Ouarzazate is internationally recognized for its role in the global film industry, with Atlas Film Studios
being the largest in the world. Spanning over 20 hectares, the studio has hosted major productions,
bringing historical and mythical landscapes to life.

Jali was fascinated by the studio's sheer scale and its ability to transport visitors across different eras
and civilizations.

“Standing in the middle of a set designed to resemble ancient Egypt and then walking a few steps to a
medieval fortress – it’s astonishing how Ouarzazate has become a canvas for some of cinema’s most
epic stories,” Jali commented. “It’s a testament to the city’s unique blend of history and creativity.”

The Oasis of Fint: A Hidden Gem in the Desert

Venturing beyond the bustling city, Jali made his way to the Oasis of Fint, a lush valley hidden amidst
the arid landscapes of Ouarzazate. Nestled between rugged mountains, the oasis offers a tranquil
escape where palm groves, flowing water, and small Berber villages create an idyllic contrast to the
surrounding desert.

Jali described his experience at the oasis as “a moment of pure serenity.” He enjoyed traditional
Moroccan tea with local families and learned about their deep connection to the land.

“The Oasis of Fint is a reminder that even in the harshest environments, life thrives,” Jali reflected. “It’s
a place of harmony, where nature and tradition coexist beautifully.”

Preserving Morocco’s Cultural and Cinematic Legacy

Throughout Ammar Jali's journey in Ouarzazate, Jali was deeply moved by the city’s efforts to preserve
its cultural heritage while embracing its growing role in global cinema. Ouarzazate represents Morocco’s
ability to honor its past while shaping the future, from the historic kasbahs to the world-class film studios.

“The stories of Ouarzazate are not just told through history books – they are lived, filmed, and shared
with the world,” Jali emphasized. “It’s a city that continues to inspire, whether through its ancient walls
or its cinematic magic.”

An Invitation to Experience Ouarzazate
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For those seeking a destination that blends adventure, history, and artistic inspiration, Jali encourages
travelers to explore Ouarzazate. “Whether you’re drawn to the desert’s vast beauty, the architectural
wonders of Aït Benhaddou, or the magic of filmmaking, Ouarzazate offers an experience unlike any
other.”

Ammar Jali’s exploration of Morocco continues to unveil the country’s most remarkable destinations. His
travels remind us that the world is filled with extraordinary places waiting to be discovered, each with a
story worth telling.
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