
Issuewire
www.Issuewire.com

IMAFF 2024: A Celebration of Global Independent Cinema and
Storytelling Excellence

Kampala, Central Mar 21, 2025 (Issuewire.com)  -  The International Media Arts Film Festival Awards
(IMAFF) concluded its 2024 edition on a high note at Numax Cinema, Uganda, celebrating both local
talent and international independent filmmakers who are pushing the boundaries of cinema with fresh,
bold storytelling. Held annually in December, this year’s event marked another significant milestone for
the festival, as it continues to provide a vibrant platform for both African filmmakers and global voices.

The IMAFF Awards have quickly become a pivotal gathering for independent filmmakers, with the 2024
edition showcasing a remarkable selection of films from across the globe, including award-winning
productions from the U.S., Europe, Latin America, and beyond. The festival’s focus this year was on
groundbreaking storytelling that challenges conventions, explores new narrative territories, and elevates
voices often underrepresented in mainstream cinema.

Among the standout titles was Perdón, Te Amo by Rafi Franco, a heartfelt exploration of love and
forgiveness that captivated the audience with its delicate portrayal of personal transformation. Another
notable film was Lotus by He Shaowei, a visually stunning narrative that takes viewers on an emotional
journey through themes of loss and self-discovery.

The festival also featured Reclaiming History – Colonial Roots of the Genocide in Rwanda by Matthias
Frickel and Samuel Ishimwe, a powerful documentary that provides an unflinching look at the historical
and cultural legacies of the Rwandan genocide. The film was lauded for its compelling investigation and
educational impact, sparking important conversations about history, memory, and reconciliation.
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Other key films that garnered attention included Past Due by Nolan James Wood, a poignant drama
about the complexities of human relationships and the weight of past mistakes; When Elevators Were
Racist by Kayonda Smith, which offers a thought-provoking commentary on systemic racism in
everyday life; and RIFT by Laura Daragó, an intense thriller that challenges perceptions of reality.

The imaginative Francine, The Fixer Witch by Anglewood Pictures brought a touch of whimsy and
magic to the festival, while What is Love? by Martina Herzog and Reinhard J. Steiner explored the
universal yet deeply personal nature of the human connection. A Vampire’s Kiss by Mark Francis
injected humor and horror into the lineup, while The Basket Lady by Jerilynn Arnold and Joey Lopez
brought attention to the power of community and shared heritage.

The festival also featured Malibu Crush by James Pratt, a bold exploration of identity and relationships
against the backdrop of California’s beach culture, as well as The Imagination of a Child by Cesare
Catania, a beautiful coming-of-age story that tugs at the heartstrings.

Adding to the excitement, the festival welcomed the highly anticipated appearance of Morgan Davis, a
visionary independent filmmaker known for the film Silent Echoes, a deeply moving story about unheard
voices in society. Davis took to the stage to discuss the challenges of independent filmmaking,
emphasizing the power of storytelling in bringing marginalized experiences to the forefront. Their
insights on cinematography and character-driven narratives left the audience inspired, reinforcing the
importance of authenticity in film.

Another highlight of the evening was the participation of Hadid Hassan, the acclaimed director behind 
The Forgotten Sands, a gripping historical drama that explores identity and resilience in times of
adversity. Hassan engaged in a thought-provoking panel discussion about the intersection of history and
cinema, sharing how meticulous research and immersive storytelling can bridge cultural gaps and
promote understanding. His presence underscored the festival’s commitment to showcasing diverse
global perspectives.

Also gracing the event was Matha Chao, the creative force behind Threads of Tomorrow, a visually
stunning exploration of intergenerational conflict and the evolving concept of tradition. Chao's
appearance was met with enthusiasm, as she shared her experience navigating the independent film
industry and the importance of innovation in storytelling. Her passionate discourse on visual symbolism
and narrative depth resonated deeply with aspiring filmmakers in attendance.

The event was further enriched by the presence of guest speaker and filmmaker Miss Sarah Jonkai,
who shared her insights on the evolving landscape of independent filmmaking. As a celebrated voice in
the industry, Miss Jonkai’s speech offered invaluable advice to emerging filmmakers, touching on the
importance of storytelling, authenticity, and the role of independent cinema in reflecting the diverse
global experience. Her thought-provoking address resonated with the audience and provided a deeper
understanding of the artistic and business sides of filmmaking.

Joining the distinguished lineup of guests was Fathia Absie, a Somali-American filmmaker known for
her impactful storytelling that sheds light on important social and cultural issues. Absie, who directed 
Broken Dreams and The Lobby, has been a strong advocate for representation in media, using her films
to amplify the voices of marginalized communities. At IMAFF, she engaged with fellow filmmakers and
attendees, sharing her journey in the industry and the importance of using film as a tool for social
change.

Elenna Castillo, a Mexican-American director and screenwriter, also made an appearance, bringing her
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unique perspective on Latin American cinema. Best known for her films Borderless and Echoes of the
Desert, Castillo’s work explores themes of migration, identity, and resilience. At the festival, she
discussed the intersection of culture and storytelling, emphasizing the need for more diverse narratives
in global cinema.

Rounding out the guest list was David Banks, an independent filmmaker and cinematographer
renowned for his expertise in visual storytelling. Banks, who worked on Refraction and Beneath the City
Lights, shared his experiences in crafting visually compelling narratives and pushing the boundaries of
cinematography. His insights on lighting, framing, and the emotional power of visuals captivated
aspiring filmmakers eager to refine their craft.

The IMAFF Awards 2024 also acknowledged the efforts of local filmmakers and creatives, showcasing
the vibrancy of Uganda’s film industry and its growing presence on the international stage. The evening
concluded with a heartfelt celebration of all the filmmakers, whose work not only entertained but also
inspired conversations about society, identity, and the future of film.

As the festival wrapped up, IMAFF’s team expressed its gratitude to all the filmmakers, sponsors, and
audiences whose support continues to make the event a significant part of the global film landscape.
IMAFF remains committed to offering a platform for emerging voices, international filmmakers, and
creative minds to tell their stories and share their visions with the world.

For more information on IMAFF and its upcoming events, please visit IMAFF AWARDS.

About IMAFF:

The International Media Arts Film Festival Awards (IMAFF) is an annual event held every December in
Kampala, Uganda. Dedicated to celebrating independent filmmakers from Uganda, Africa, and around
the world, IMAFF provides a platform for diverse voices and groundbreaking cinematic works. The
festival plays a key role in supporting and nurturing new talent while also fostering cultural exchange and
dialogue through the power of storytelling and film.
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