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Worshiping the God of Wealth in Healthcare
A Crisis of Cost, Quality, and Morality

Fort Myers, Florida Sep 5, 2024 (Issuewire.com)  -  Worshiping the God of Wealth in
Healthcare—A Crisis of Cost, Quality, and Morality

In the healthcare industry, particularly in the United States, the worship of wealth, or the "God of Geld,"
has reached unprecedented levels. At a time when the U.S. boasts the highest medical costs among
industrialized nations, it also struggles with some of the poorest outcomes in terms of quality of care.
Comparisons to countries like Canada and Japan reveal a disturbing trend: despite spending
significantly more on healthcare per capita, the U.S. lags behind in key health metrics, including life
expectancy and mortality rates. This stark contrast raises a critical question: has the pursuit of profit in
healthcare overshadowed the ethical imperative to provide quality care for all?

The U.S. healthcare system is, by many measures, the most expensive in the world. According to recent
data, Americans spend more than double what citizens of other developed countries do on healthcare,
yet outcomes are alarmingly poor. The life expectancy in the United States is around 77 years,
compared to 82 years in Canada and 84 years in Japan, two countries with universal healthcare
systems. Even more concerning is the fact that the U.S. has one of the highest infant mortality rates and
lowest quality of care rankings among industrialized nations. Despite the astronomical costs, Americans
are not living longer or healthier lives.

What’s behind this paradox? Many argue that the answer lies in the profit-driven nature of the U.S.
healthcare system. The privatization of healthcare, combined with an emphasis on maximizing revenue,
has created a system where costs are inflated, and patients often receive care based on what they can
afford rather than what they need. Pharmaceutical companies, insurance providers, and even hospitals
have, in many cases, placed profit over patient care, creating a two-tier system that exacerbates
inequality.

Countries like Canada and Japan provide a stark contrast to the U.S. model. Both nations have
implemented universal healthcare systems, where the government plays a significant role in ensuring
that all citizens have access to necessary medical services. In these countries, healthcare is viewed as
a public good, not a commodity. The results speak for themselves.

Canada: With a life expectancy of 82 years, Canada's healthcare system is based on a single-
payer model, which reduces administrative costs and ensures that the government pays
healthcare providers. While critics argue that wait times for non-emergency procedures can be
long, the overall quality of care is significantly higher, and the system strongly emphasizes
preventive care.

Japan: At 84 years, Japan has one of the highest life expectancies in the world. Its healthcare
system is a mix of private and public providers, but it remains highly regulated by the
government to keep costs in check. In Japan, healthcare costs are transparent, and the
government sets service prices, ensuring affordability for all citizens. Preventive care is
prioritized, and there is a cultural emphasis on long-term health outcomes rather than short-term
profit.

Canada and Japan spend significantly less on healthcare per capita than the U.S., yet they consistently
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outperform in quality of care, life expectancy, and overall health outcomes. This suggests that a
healthcare system focused on patient care and regulated costs can deliver better results without the
crippling financial burden experienced by many Americans.

The situation in the U.S. healthcare industry reflects the dangers of worshiping the "God of Geld."
Hospitals, insurance companies, and pharmaceutical corporations often operate under a business
model prioritizing profits over patients. Patients are often seen as revenue generators, not individuals in
need of care. This results in inflated medical costs, a lack of transparency, and disparities in access to
care, particularly for low-income and uninsured individuals.

One of the most troubling aspects of this profit-driven model is the rise of so-called "kickbacks" in the
healthcare industry. Pharmaceutical companies and medical device manufacturers sometimes
incentivize doctors and hospitals to promote their products, creating potential conflicts of interest. This
practice, while often legal, raises ethical concerns about the integrity of patient care. Are doctors
prescribing treatments that are in the best interest of their patients, or are they being swayed by financial
incentives?

Just as worshiping wealth can lead individuals to make morally questionable decisions, the pursuit of
profit in healthcare has similarly troubling consequences. When financial considerations dominate
decision-making, the quality of care inevitably suffers. Patients are sometimes subjected to unnecessary
tests or treatments because they are more profitable, while other patients may be denied essential care
because they cannot afford it. The result is a system that, despite its massive costs, fails to provide
equitable or adequate care to all citizens.

In light of these issues, the warning found in Matthew 19:23—"Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone
who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven"—takes on new meaning in the context of healthcare. The
relentless focus on wealth accumulation in this sector raises moral questions about the responsibility to
care for the sick and vulnerable. If healthcare providers prioritize profit over compassion, they risk losing
sight of their duty to heal.

The U.S. healthcare system, as it currently operates, reflects a society that has, in many ways,
succumbed to the worship of wealth. However, there is hope for change. Calls for reform have grown
louder in recent years, with increasing support for a shift toward more equitable healthcare models, such
as universal healthcare or Medicare for All. These reforms would place a greater emphasis on patient
care, reduce costs, and help ensure that everyone, regardless of income, has access to the medical
services they need.

A fundamental moral question is at the heart of these discussions: Should healthcare be a privilege for
the wealthy or a right for all? As the U.S. grapples with this issue, it can look to countries like Canada
and Japan as examples of how a more equitable, patient-centered healthcare system can lead to better
outcomes for everyone without the crushing financial burden currently borne by millions of Americans.

Ultimately, the comparison between the U.S. and its industrial peers is a stark reminder that worshiping
the God of Geld in healthcare has dire consequences. If we continue down this path, the cost will be not
just financial but measured in our lives.
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