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Sanaka Samarasinha Discusses Youth Activism and Climate
Change: The Rising Voice of a Generation Demanding Action
Sanaka Samarasinha

New York City, New York Sep 16, 2024 (Issuewire.com)  -  Climate change continues to present
challenges to millions of people around the world. The good news is that more people are increasingly
aware of its impact and are taking action. Youth activism is one of the ways communities around the
world are working to combat climate change. According to Sanaka Samarasinha, a seasoned diplomat
and former UN Resident Coordinator, young people have a vital role in shaping the climate narrative. In
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his view, youth activism on climate change is helping open new frontiers on what can be done when it
comes to fighting climate change.

A Generation Aware and in Tune with The Environment
According to Sanaka Samarasinha, while the political class is still playing politics on climate change
matters, there is generational awareness about climate change among the youth. He notes that youth
worldwide are increasingly demanding action on climate change matters. The youth, Sanaka
Samarasinha says, want action, not empty climate talk. He notes that this will ultimately force actual
actions by those with the economic and political power to effect real change.

Even before the current rise of young climate activists, Sanaka Samarasinha had always pushed the
idea that the youth would ultimately lead to real climate action. "The passion and urgency with which
young people approach climate activism is not only inspiring but essential," Samarasinha states. "Their
determination to hold leaders accountable will reshape the narrative around climate change, moving it
from a distant threat to an immediate and actionable priority."

The Power of Youth Movements
In recognizing the power of the youth in shaping the battle against climate change, Sanaka
Samarasinha cites youth movements that are driving change among the youth. Among those he holds
with high esteem is Fridays for Future led by the now world-famous Greta Thunberg. Greta Thunberg
has brought millions of young people together to raise their voices in the call for emission cuts through
this movement. Besides calling for a cut in emissions, Sanaka Samarasinha says, such youth groups
are also calling for an end to issues like socio-economic inequalities that only serve to accelerate climate
change.
He notes that such youth movements have successfully brought change in many cases, putting the
world on course to a better future. To quote him, "Youth-led movements have succeeded in bringing
climate change to the forefront of global consciousness. They have created a sense of urgency that is
often lacking in official discussions. This generation is not just advocating for their future but for a just
and sustainable world for all."

Real-World Impact of Youth Climate Action
Sanaka Samarasinha is happy that the push by youth activists is starting to bear fruits. He notes that
since people like Greta Thunberg started making headlines globally, there has been an increase in
climate-friendly policies. Among the changes that Sanaka Samarasinha has noted include those
touching on renewable energy, with many parts of the world seeing an acceleration of such projects.
Sanaka Samarasinha gives Europe an example of a place where youth activism is starting to bear fruit.
He notes that, across Europe, youth activism has forced governments to invest more in renewable
energy sources. Sanaka Samarasinha notes that these changes are not limited to the developed world.
Even in the developing world, Sanaka Samarasinha says, youth activism has forced governments to
take measures to mitigate climate change despite dealing with resource constraints.
Sanaka Samarasinha, who has worked extensively in the Pacific and other vulnerable regions,
emphasizes the critical role of youth in these areas. "In regions most affected by climate change, young
people are often on the frontlines, developing innovative solutions and raising awareness about the
immediate dangers they face," he says. "Their contributions are vital to building resilience and ensuring
these communities have a voice in global climate discussions.

A Call to Action for Global Leaders
Youth activism, Sanaka Samarasinha says, is a reminder to world leaders to accelerate policies that
offer hope for the future of the earth. He notes that it is essential to emphasize youth voices in upcoming
climate summits. He says, "They demand that global leaders not only commit to ambitious targets but
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also take immediate and decisive action to meet them." The pressure they exert, Sanaka Samarasinha
says, is a reminder that the decisions made today will have profound implications for generations to
come.
Sanaka Samarasinha adds that incorporating youth voices in such summits is essential because they
bring new perspectives to the climate conversation. This, he notes, can go a long way in crafting
creative policies that can help save the planet from a climate apocalypse.

Conclusion: Empowering the Next Generation
The rise of youth activism in the fight against climate change is one of the most significant developments
of our time. These young leaders are not just the future; they are the present, driving change and holding
those in power accountable. Sanaka Samarasinha believes that the global community must do more to
support and amplify these voices, ensuring that the momentum they have created continues to grow.
"In recognizing the power of youth activism, we acknowledge the critical role this generation plays in
shaping a better world," Samarasinha concludes. "It is our responsibility to empower them, to listen to
them, and to act alongside them in the fight against climate change."
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