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The New-Age Storytelling in South Indian Cinema
“Garudan” & “Guruvayoor Ambalanadayil” - Success without Star Power 

Chennai, Tamil Nadu Jun 4, 2024 (Issuewire.com)  -  The New-Age Storytelling in South Indian
Cinema - “Garudan” & “Guruvayoor Ambalanadayil” 

In the ever-evolving landscape of South Indian cinema, a significant shift is taking place: the dominance
of storytelling over star power. This trend, particularly noticeable in recent Tamil and Malayalam films, is
redefining what it means to create a successful movie. Be it a serious crime drama like "Garudan" or a
light hearted comedy like "Guruvayoor Ambalanadayil" have shown that a compelling narrative can
captivate audiences and achieve critical acclaim, even in the absence of a lavish star cast.

"Garudan" is a shining example of this trend. Directed by a relatively new filmmaker, a film without any
big stars and the lead character is played by an artist who is lowest in the food chain like Soori has
managed to strike a chord with viewers through its gripping storyline and well-developed characters.
This is precisely the message that director Vetrimaran had been trying to send across by casting him as
hero of his precious film “Viduthalai” which was successful commercially and also received critical
acclaim.

The key success factor of "Garudan" is the Storytelling - it is rich with suspense and moral dilemmas,
keeping the audience engaged from start to finish. It addresses contemporary social issues, making it
both relevant and thought-provoking. The other most important factor is Character Development, the
characters in "Garudan" are meticulously crafted, with each having their own arcs and motivations. 

Malayalam cinema has long been known for its emphasis on strong storytelling and artistic expression.
However, the recent surge in content-driven films has taken this reputation to new heights. "Guruvayoor
Ambalanadayil" is a testament to the power of a good story. The film’s success underscores the
audience’s growing appetite for narratives that resonate on a deeper level. The film deftly balances
humour with social commentary, touching on relevant issues while providing lighthearted entertainment.
This balance adds layers to the narrative, making it more engaging for contemporary audiences.

The trend towards storytelling-centric cinema necessitates a focus on several critical elements that
make a script worth investing in. Production companies looking to tap into this trend should consider the
following aspects. Producers should look for narratives that are original, thought-provoking, and capable
of evoking an emotional response. Well-developed characters are essential for a film’s success.
Characters that are multi-dimensional, relatable, and undergo significant growth throughout the story
can create a lasting impact on viewers. Character motivation plays an important role - the element which
went missing in the recent most expensive film “Furiosa’, despite the impeccable action sequences the
film failed to capture the audience not only due to poor plot coherence but most importantly due to lack
of character motivation. The seeking should be for scripts where characters are not just plot devices but
integral to the story’s emotional core. Films that evoke strong emotional responses are more likely to be
memorable, Manjumel Boys for instance. Whether it’s through humor, drama, or tragedy, a script that
connects emotionally with the audience can drive a film’s success. Producers should seek stories that
have the potential to move and inspire viewers. 

The trend in South Indian cinema, particularly in Tamil and Malayalam films, towards prioritizing
storytelling over star power, marks a significant evolution in the industry. As audiences become more
discerning, the demand for content-rich narratives is driving a new wave of cinema that values
originality, character depth, and social relevance. For producers, this shift presents both challenges and
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opportunities. Investing in story-driven films requires a keen understanding of what makes a compelling
narrative and the ability to nurture projects that may not have traditional star appeal but possess the
potential for critical and commercial success.

About the author: Mathan is a leading curator and script consultant in the Indian film industry,
renowned for his exceptional ability to identify and enhance captivating narratives. 
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