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Canadian Filmmaker Stands Against Vimeo's content
censorship

Independent Filmmaker Challenges Vimeo's Content Moderation Policies and Stands for
Creative Freedom

Vancouver, British Columbia Oct 11, 2023 (Issuewire.com) - Canadian filmmaker Ivan Li is taking a

stance against Vimeo, a once-beloved video hosting platform for independent creators, for its recent
removal of his award-winning animated short film, "Fruit." The controversy surrounding Vimeo's decision
to remove "Fruit" due to its alleged content violation has ignited a debate within the independent
filmmaking and animation community, leaving many to question Vimeo's commitment to artistic
expression and creative freedom.

In 2020, Ivan Li created the animated short film "Fruit," a project that gained acclaim at prestigious film
festivals, including Fantasia Festival (Montreal, Canada) and Vienna Shorts. Furthermore, the film was
acquired for national television broadcasting in France and Germany. In late August, Li released "Fruit"
publicly on Vimeo, a platform he had long admired for its progressive curation system and inclusive
approach to showcasing independent work.

However, this admiration quickly turned to confusion as Vimeo flagged "Fruit" as inappropriate and
removed it without any prior warning. The company's Trust and Safety team cited the content's alleged
inappropriate imagery as the reason for the removal. This decision has left Ivan Li and many others
perplexed, as the film had been broadcast nationally by Arte in France, aligning with the Regulatory
Authority for Audiovisual and Digital Communication (ARCOM) standards in the country.
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Moreover, "Fruit" has been screened at Academy Award and BAFTA qualifying festivals, such as the
Annecy Festival, London International Short Film Festival, and Fest An¢a International Animation
Festival. lvan Li even obtained written statements from these festivals confirming the film's screenings,
qualifying "Fruit" as a work of "cinematic art." A criteria that aligns with Vimeo's policy, which permits
content with such depictions on the basis of artistic and creative purposes. Nevertheless, Vimeo's
position on the removal of the content remains unchanged.

In his op-ed with animation news site Cartoonbrew, Ivan Li criticizes the inconsistent application of
Vimeo's content guidelines, pointing to the presence of explicit content on the platform that has not
faced similar scrutiny. He raises questions about Vimeo's recent shift in focus toward corporate users
and the potential impact of this shift on the platform's content standards.

Li believes that Vimeo, despite its flaws, remains the largest and most prominent platform for
independent short-form content, he also hopes that the platform will continue to support indie artists and
their boundary-pushing work. His case serves as a testament to the importance of creative freedom,
artistic expression, and the need for content platforms to provide consistent and transparent content
moderation policies.

For media inquiries or further information, please contact:

Ivan Li- hyperasianz@gmail.com

[ Ivan Liis an independent filmmaker and animator based in Vancouver, British Columbia. ]
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