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Building Trust for Sustainable Development: The Importance
of Foreign Investment in Sabah

Kudat, Sabah Oct 24, 2023 (Issuewire.com) - The recent decision by Sarawak businessman Datuk
Seri Thomas Hah Tiing Siu, who was linked to a controversial land deal on an island in Sabah's northern
Kudat district, is to back out of the deal. While some may see this withdrawal as a setback, it is
important to take a broader perspective and recognize the significance of foreign investment for the
state's development.

Sabah's development heavily relies on the trust and confidence of investors, especially in the
government's ability to provide a favorable and stable business environment. Trust acts as a crucial
foundation for attracting and retaining investments that are vital for the state's growth and development.
Without trust, potential investors may hesitate to commit their resources, hindering the realization of
Sabah's full potential.

An environment built on trust ensures that government policies and regulations are consistent and
transparent. This predictability fosters investor confidence, enabling them to make informed decisions
and plan for the long term. It also cultivates a positive reputation for Sabah as a reliable investment
destination, attracting more investors and creating a cycle of sustainable development.

Furthermore, trust in the government's commitment to supporting investors is instrumental in
establishing strong partnerships and collaborations. When investors believe that their interests are
protected and that the government is dedicated to their success, they are more likely to engage in
projects that contribute to the state's economic growth. These partnerships bring valuable expertise,
resources, and opportunities that accelerate development and benefit the people of Sabah.

In addition to attracting investments, trust in the government is essential for effective governance and
the implementation of development plans. When the government demonstrates transparency,
accountability, and integrity, it instills confidence in the public and stakeholders. This trust enables the
government to mobilize resources, rally support, and implement initiatives that address the needs and
aspirations of the people.

In conclusion, trust in the government plays a pivotal role in the development of Sababh. It fosters an
environment that attracts investments, encourages partnerships, and ensures effective governance. By

prioritizing trust and building strong relationships with investors, the government can unlock the state's
potential and pave the way for a prosperous and sustainable future for Sabah and its people.
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