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Retaining walls are one of the best solutions for combating the issue of soil erosion. These walls also
help enhance the overall appeal of the infrastructure of a residential or commercial place. You can
create it to provide some elements for your backdrops while also making them functional. Moreover,
solid and well-built retaining wall landscaping can help resolve the inclination issue, especially in hilly
areas. However, as simple and aesthetic as this retaining wall landscaping looks, it is much more
complicated in reality. That's why people prefer a retaining wall contractor to get their work done. But
before going for professional help, you should also do some basic research from your end to understand
what's happening in your backyard after. So here we are, sharing a few dos and don'ts for retaining wall
landscaping. 

Dos for retaining wall landscaping

First, we are sharing what should be done while building a retaining wall landscape. These factors help
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in making its design more functional and robust. You must be mindful of adding these factors to your
design. These are as follows;

Take the legal permission from the authorities

The retaining wall structure impacts the natural flow of water and soil settlement. For instance, in hilly
areas, it changes the normal flow of water as well as the retention of soil. That's why in some places,
people or your neighbors can have issues with building retaining walls. In such cases, you should get
permission from your area's concerned authorities. Several communities manage with construction
commences for any developmental initiative of retaining wall landscaping. So you can take permission
from these bodies regarding the construction and measurement of the walls. You will also need to
specify the exact location and the whole plan of the building.

Manage the unlevel surface first

The retaining wall takes the lowest level as its foundation base. That's why making it entirely even
before starting construction is crucial. Your first row will decide the structure of the whole above-built
retaining wall. That's why you need to make sure that the lowest level should have an even base before
starting the construction. Otherwise, the wall may end with an unattractive finish or crooked
appearance. It will also weaken the strength of the construction and will affect even the top part of the
wall. 

Build a proper drainage

The retaining walls can be harmed by groundwater severely. That's why ensure that your retaining wall
contractor makes proper provisions for a drainage system. The drainage problem arises mainly in clay-
type soils where the top layer is often saturated with water molecules. This increases the pressure on
the inside walls of the structure resulting in a high probability of damage. 

To avoid such issues and make proper drainage arrangements, the retaining wall contractor backfills
the area behind the blocks. Mainly the filling material is composed of crushed stones. At last, he puts a
perforated drain pipe which has higher flexibility. This helps in creating the escape route for water. In
addition, the pipe's perforation stimulates water drainage from each wall side. Moreover, the drainage
pipe should not look inadequate and unattractive. For covering the drainage pipe, your contractor can
use crushed stones. 

Don't for retaining wall landscaping

We will discuss the factors that should not be done while building retaining walls. These are as follows;

Avoid single tall wall

When the area requires a higher retaining wall than 4 feet, you should choose tiered walls instead of a
single wall. This is because a single wall might fail to retain the soil due to high pressure. However, a
tiered wall is composed of walls at regular intervals with strategic differences in their heights. They are
also more efficient because of their less soil weight per wall. The higher wall should always go with the
lower wall. The tiered walls also look more aesthetically appealing. 

Using complicated material
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When you choose to work with a retaining wall operator, make sure they choose a building material that
is easy to work with. Several materials are used for building retaining walls like concrete, timber, natural
stone, etc. However, the ideal material should be firm with more extended durability. 

Avoiding professional help

Several people think that building retaining walls is an easy task that they can do DIY. Instagram and
YouTube kind of platforms also stimulate such ideas. However, building retaining walls requires a lot of
patience, planning, skills, and experience. That's why always choose professional help if you can. You
can research different retaining wall contractors on Google. You will get plenty of results. 

Not focusing on backfill

When you are done with the drainpipe, ensure that the rest of the loft space is well covered with soil,
sand, pea gravel, stones, etc. It will camouflage the drainpipe and will give an appealing look. Also,
ensure the labor tamps the soil every 6 inches to keep them tightly snuggled. 

Conclusion

Retaining wall landscaping is a prudent decision to manage the issue of soil erosion. However, you must
follow a few dos and don'ts to ensure you get the most effective retaining wall structure. First, after
following all the above points, ensure that your blocks are placed with a slightly upward inclined slope.
This step-back construction is quite famous for keeping the locking flange fixed at its position.
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