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Get the Best Academic Guidance with Learn Now’s Integrated
Student Counselling Prospects

Brixham, Aug 13, 2020 (Issuewire.com) - Learn Now is a family run business based in Devon with
years of experience and expertise in the field of distance learning. Their integrated services ensure
students to have an enjoyable and fulfilling experience while gaining their qualifications through their
institute.

In the scope of academics, the question arises regarding the possibilities of UK A-Levels versus
International A Levels among students looking to expand their academic canvas. Students often ask us
what the difference is between UK A Levels and International A Levels and which one would suit their
circumstances better. Advanced level qualifications (known as A Levels) are accepted by many
universities globally; they are well respected and offer greater freedom to students when considering
future career moves. A-Levels are subject-based qualifications and serve several purposes, such as
training for a specific career, general study or university placement. Many would argue that academic
qualifications are not the be-all and end-all but for students considering university placements, they are
certainly high on the agenda. For the purpose of this discussion, Learn Now will be looking at the
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awarding bodies AQA and Cambridge Assessment International Education (previously CIE) whilst
exploring the purpose of each. UK A Levels (AQA) In 2015, UK A-Levels changed dramatically and the
transitional phase started, whereby a number of subjects transferred to the new linear structure of
examinations, with final subjects transferring in 2018. Ofqual has stated: “The content for the new A
levels has been reviewed and updated. Universities played a greater role in this for the new
qualifications than they did previously”.

The impact would have a direct effect on student and a viable change, especially to the UK A-Level
students. AS Levels became decoupled from A-Levels, which meant that they both become entirely
separate qualifications. Students were no longer able to carry forward the AS to the A-Level qualification
and would have the option of sitting either AS or A-Level examinations. Further changes to impact UK A-
Levels were to the examination series available each year. No longer could you sit your exams twice a
year and students now only have the opportunity to sit them annually in June. When these new A-Level
reforms were implemented, concerns were expressed by UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions
Service), who thought that students could be disadvantaged by the confusing changes taking place.
Now, five years down the line, all subjects are using the linear structure and teachers and students alike
appear to have accepted the new module. That being said, NEU(National Education Union) has recently
published a report, indicating that A-Level reforms have caused a damaging impact on students’ mental
health, with questions being raised about the effectiveness of these A Levels and whether they actually
engage and encourage learners. Learn Now identifies this as something that could bring about
sustainable change in the scope.

International A Levels For students wishing to take their examinations outside of the UK, the main
awarding bodies are Pearson Edexcel or CAIE. Whilst Edexcel examinations can only be sat outside of
the UK, Cambridge exams can be sat in 130 countries worldwide including the UK; giving students more
options with regards to choices they make and greater flexibility. International students concerned about
how Brexit will affect their studies should read here. Do the changes to UK A-Levels affect Cambridge
examinations? CAIE believes that the government’s changes affirm the strong position of Cambridge
International AS & A Levels. CAIE states: “The changes move the UK AS and A Level model closer to
the structure of Cambridge International AS and A Level”. When comparing, it certainly seems that
Cambridge International A Levels offer greater flexibility for learners with various options for delivery.
The main points being as follows: If they so wish, learners can take all components of the full A-Level in
one exam series (a linear route).

Another option would be to follow a staged assessment. This would enable learners to complete AS
Level in one series and then complete the full A-Level in a different series. l.e., AS could be taken in
June series 2020 and A-Level completed in June series 2021 (similar to old UK system). Alternatively,
learners could complete the AS Level as a stand-alone option. This AS Level can still be counted
towards the full A Level, should students wish. If learners feel the staged option is more suitable for their
circumstances, it is also worth considering that examinations can be sat in June and November, with
some countries allowing March sittings as well. Whilst CAIE international A-Levels seem very appealing,
if you are a UK private candidate, consideration should be given to locations of examinations centres as
there are a greater number of AQA examinations centres available compared to CAIE. It is possible that
you may have to be prepared to travel slightly further to sit exams. Are International A Level
qualifications equivalent to UK A Level qualifications? It is a myth that International A Level
qualifications do not match that of their UK counterpart. An independent report by UK NARIC, the
national agency in the UK for the recognition and comparison of international qualifications and skills,
has concluded in its investigations that the current changes to UK A Levels will not affect its
comparability with Cambridge International AS & A Levels. The UK NARIC report states: “From
September 2015, it is acknowledged that AS/A Levels are currently being redeveloped in line with UK
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government reforms. UK NARIC has considered the key changes proposed on a general level and a
subject level. In conclusion, the changes are not felt to have an impact on the overall comparability of
the Cambridge International AS & A Level.” It would seem that whether you choose to undertake
International A-Levels or UK based A-Levels, both serve a purpose and consideration should be given
to your specific circumstances and which will work best for you.

If you are in need of any academic guidance or counselling during the journey of your career, Learn
Now’s customer service and expertise will ensure you the best solutions to your questions. With an

integrated summary of all academic courses under their wing, you will be in safe hands. Visit their
website at https://www.learnnow.org.uk for more information.
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